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PREFACE. 


N r* LH r Goſpel if ans * Gid to Men 
and commands Men to cultivate Peace 2 
Love one with anot her. Its Divine Author le- 
ſus Chriſt, liv'd and taught Meekneſs, Humility, and 
Gentleneſs in Perfeltion, The he had all Power, he 
compelled © none by any Firce, to receive his Dottrinesy 
but that of Reaſon and Perſuaſion. Hi rebuked bis Dix 
ſciples calling 17 Fire from Heaven' to, conſume ſome 
who affronted Him: He check d the haſty Zeal of St. 
Peter drawing his Sword in his Defence; ; and wrought 
| 1 Miracle" to repair the Dania age, firſt meckly asking Per: 
miſſion : This he did, and diſplay'd bis Power to caſt 
Foes on the Ground, not to 4e, but to convince, an 
melt them by Kindneſs : | : © Amidſt acuteſt Torment 
prayed for them, ſpending” fonts of his e 4 77 feel | 
their Souls who took aw 27 70 bit Life r uy 
The Apoſtles imitate the ir 9 ey cons" 
quered the-unbelieving World. not carnal, 1 pi iritu. 
al Weapons, Forcing no Man, but by manifeſtation of 
the Truth, and commending themſereFto'c 


ev 
Man's Conſcience. They predibted Sfr 100 
the Faithful, and * 5 hem ir le | 
hea #9 1 ſacHIficing 705. you — 
\ the Cauſt o , 4s — "A Mine 
40 4 cheer Blond? & 1 itiu6 e hy 
— ti r 7 Jem an 
their Lord's Livery dy d in Blood. | 
M hen the Biſhop of Rome — 4 De _ Power, 
as St. Peter's Succeſſor, Auarice and Ambition employ" © 
ed Arts of Barbarigy te maintain the , . 
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Thus the Papa Hierarchy ſuck'd more Chriſtian Blood, 
8 Energy, Jew or Pagan. Then © 
commenced the Uſe of that Helliſh Artillery: Inquiſitions, 
Fires, Maſſgeres; and of late, Dragoons, Wheels, Gal- 
lies, Baſtinadoesy and Dungeons, Theſe arg the Print: 
of the Horn and Hooſt of the Beaſt : This is the true 
Complexion of the ſcarlet Whore, drunk with the Blood 
of the Saints: Here we meet with the true Spirit of An- 
tiebriſt, if to be ſound on this fide Hell; where Humane 
Nature is outrag'd and inſulted to the laſt extremity, in 
contempt of ev thing Civil or Sacred, at the * 
* Faith, ſolemn Oaths and Promiſes, i 
Wiſdom, deſcendeth not from above, but is Earth- 
I, Senſual, Deviliſh: That, is firſt Pure, then 
ble, Gentle, eaſie to be intreated, full of Mer- 
cy and good Fruits. WL) 
What 4 borrid Idea of Popery muſt that Man baue, 
conſiders the fi 


very Term ! 
May. we lave, 
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ACCO N 


OF THE 


S ufferings and Death of that Faithful 
Confeſſor and Martyr, Monſieur Iſaac le 
Fevre. 


HIS glorious Martyr, 1ſaac le Fevre;by 


Profeſſion was an Advocate, or Coun- 
ſellor at Law, Aged about 37 Years 
when he was condemn'd, and 54 when 


he died, in June 1702. He was born at Chatel- 


chinon in the Nivernois, of honourable Parents, and 
of one of the moſt conſiderable Families of that 
Country, whom I have known and convers'd with, 
and of whom I can juſtly give this Character: 
That they were the- beſt People among us. 

He had Learning and Ingenuity. He was ſent 


to Geneva in 1663. where he went through the 


Courſe of Philoſophy. A little after he went to 


Study the Law at Orleans, where he maintain'd 


Theſes, and took his Degrees. After he went ta 
Paris, where having ſhew'd his Teſtimonials to 


Mr. Talon, who was at that time Advocate-Ge- _ - 


neral, he was admitted as one of the Advocates 
of the Court of Parliament. His Behaviour withs- 
in his paternal Family, was always wiſe ank 

well regulated. He liy'd ſome time in Paris, fror 
whence he returned into Provence, and was em- 
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2 The Sufferings and Death 
Journey into Poitou and Saintonge, to ſettle her 
Affairs, which he perform'd. Being in that Coun- 
try, he was brought in Queſtion by the Inten- 
dant of Rochfort, concerning his Religion, on falſe 
Informations. Being cited before him, he ap- 

ared there, tho* ſick of an Hectickx Fever, 


Houſe. He was diſmiſs'd and diſcharg'd. From 
thence he came to Paris juſt at the Time the Edict 
of Nants was revoked, which caus'd him to depart 
thence immediately for Burgandy, to give the Mar- 
chioneſs of St. Andrew an account of her Buſineſs, 
and after to diſpoſe himſelf for a Retreat, for the 
Quiet of his Conſcience, and to ſerve God in a 
Foreign Country. This is the Relation he gave 
himſelf of what paſt in that Lady's Houſe, and 
how they treated her, and all of that Place. Thar 
Letter, written from a Galley of Marſeilles in 1686. 
deſerves to be inſerted here, ſince 1t contains the 
Relation of what happen'd to him till his going 
- thence, and the Recital of the Perſecutions carried 


| on in thoſe Parts, wherein he had the ſhare he men- 


tions in his Letter. 


Time when lam more obſerved and cloſer kept 
© than ever. No body dares come near, or ſpeak to 
me, and they refuſe any that ask to ſee me, to come 

© into the Galley wherein I am. All Letters ſent to 
me are detain'd, and carried to the Intendant. 
Other . Galley Slaves have liberty from the great 


© .nied me. They will neither let me Write, nor 

= - © Read: And notwithſtanding all thoſe Obſtacles, 
&.. * your conſolations are come to my Hands; I have 

74 * deceiv'd the Vigilance of my Keepers, and read 
© that fair Letter, equally ſtrong and comfortable, 
* with inexpreſſible nd it full of Tenderneſs 
© and Charity, whithjpengWtes my Heart with 
© Love and Acknow 
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and con- 


which left him while he was in the Intendant's - 


© I receiv'd your Letter moſt fortunately in a 


Chain by giving ſome Money, but it's abſolutely de- 


Some paſſages in it 


$ er 1 


of Monſiear Iſaac le Fevre. 3 
* ſider the Glory laid up for us in the Heavens, as 
© if it were preſent. I'm toucht to the quick, and 
© feel my moſt honoured Father (permit me 
© to call you ſo, ſince I have the Honour to be 
© your Diſciple and Pupil in Jeſus Chriſt) and am 
© very ſenſible that God, who made uſe of your 
_ © Miniſtry to form the true Faith in my Heart, 
© continues to make uſe of it to this Day for 
© my Confirmation and Perſeverance in it, and to 
* ſtrengthen me in my holy Reſolucion to die ra- 
ther a thouſand Times, than forſake ſo great a 
Salvation. My Soul, tyr'd with the Voice of the 
Stranger, rejoicd with great Joy at that of its 
© dear Shepherd, The Tears which you draw out 
* of mine Eyes, ſerve for Aliment to that inward 
© joy, and increaſe my Tranquillity. 

As he was ask'd news of Mr. de Marrolles, to 
whoſe Chain he was join'd at Chalons, and with 
whom he had been ſome time in the Hoſpital of 


Marſeilles, he auſwers that, before he ſpeaks of 
_ « himſelf. 


© There is at preſent no communication between 
* the Illuſtrious Mr. de Marolles and me. We were 


© but few Days together. He was declared invalid, 


_ * and as ſich, put on Board an Hoſpital Galley. 
The Reaſon of that change I'm a Stranger to. 
* That generous Champion appear'd like a burning 
Lamp in the Metropolis of the Kingdom, and I'm 
but a ſmoaking Match, whom our God, who 
makes choice of weak Things to confound the 
* ſtrong, has look'd on in his great Compaſſions. 
Sir, Pm ſo far from the Perf:Qion you impute 
© to me, that Pll entertain you with my Fears, 
* Troubles, Weakneſſes, Sufferings, and with the 
great Favours God has done me. I ſhall make 
no exact Relation of my little Adventures; but 
* ſpeak only of the Diſpoſitions I was in at that 
time when God pluck'd up the Plants He had 
© planted in Places of my Reſidence, what I found 
mp ſelf to have when 1 
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© our heavenly Father's Bleſſings on my weak 
© Beginnings. 

© The Spirit of Fear and Weakneſs reign'd in 
© the Provinces whence I came, when I had the 
© Honour to ſee you at Paris. I thought to have 
© found more conſtancy in that great City : but 
© alas! there was a general Conſternation in it;, 
© and I was oblig'd to leave it. Oh mournful Re- 
© membrance / It was in the Time when God was 
© pleas'd to break down the Fence wherewith in 
© his Providence he had encompaſſed his Church. 
* You gave me your Bleſſing, and 1 left you and 


© my dear Relations with weeping Eyes and a 


* more ſorrowful Heart. We lamented the Ca- 
* lamities of Joſeph, and I can ſay, that from that 
© Day I had great Sorrow, till the Day of my 
© Condemanation-to the Galleys. 

©1 was known to be of the Religion, and care 
© was taken to inform me of any conſiderable 
© Perſons changing their Religion in any Place. 
© 1 ſaw nothing but fallings on the Right and the 
Left, the moſt Pious ſunk under the Power of 
the Temptation; trembling ſeized me. I faid 
© in my Grief, if the Cedars fall, what will be- 
come of the Bull-ruſh ? The Lady of St. Andrew, 


cho thought her ſelf ſnelter'd from the Storm, 


© was attack'd. in her turn. Mr. de Harlay, Coun- 
© ſeflor of State, and Intendant of Burgundy, writ 
© to her from Parai-le-moineau. His Letter was full 


of Civilities, but preſſing, without Flattery. He 
© ſaid, of Two Things ſhe muſt do one, forſake her 


Religion, or reſolve to loſe her Eſtate, Liberty, 


© and ſuffer in her own Perſon. This is the dole-, | 


© fol Choice ſhe was to make. That Lady deſired 
* Time, without promiſing any thing by that firſt 
* Anſwer. Mr. the Intendant gave her 15 Days 
* at fartheſt to conſider of it, and explain'd him- 
* ſelf ſo diſtinctly and powerfully on his Orders, 
that Madam St. Andrew, and Monſieur and Ma- 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 5 
© extremities, endeavoured that ſome Allowances 
© ſhould be made in the Reunion propos'd to them. 
© That deſign was put in Execution, and an Act of 
* Reunion drawn up, on the Model of the Gentle- 
© men of Greenoble, and thoſe of Lyons. A Letter 
© was join'd to that Act, aad Mr. de Monchanin du 
© Monceau was the Bearer of all, who came to 
© Dijon before the 15 Days were expir'd. But in 
© vain. M. the Intendant would not yield to any 
© thing. He repeated his former Threats, and told 
© the Sieur de Monchanin, that he would ſend 12 
© Archers to take me. The Biſhop of Autun 
© ſeem'd alſo very angry, being inform'd of the 
© Pains I had taken in Poitos to confirm my Bre- 
© thren, and that I ſtill continued ſo to do in the 
© Provinces of Nivernois and Berry. Mr. de Moncha- 
© in endeavoured to excuſe me, ſaying, I was no 
© wicked Perſon; that if it was a Crime to be 
© wedded to one's Religion, we were all guilty z 
* as he was enlarging on our Misfortunes, and the 
© Hardſhips exerciſed againſt us, the Sieur Intendant 
© interrupted him, ſaying: What do you com- 
+ plain for, you have not yet reſiſted unto Blood? 
© Theſe Words, to ſpeak en Paſſant, made great 
© Impreſſion upon me ſince. They are St. Paul's 
© Words in the XIIth of the Hebrews, but it was not 
© with the ſame Spirit, nor end, the Intendant us'd 
© them here; it's rather with that of Julian the 
© Apoſtate, who thus anſwered the Complaints of 
the Chriſtians whom he Proſecuted : It belongs 
© to you to ſuffer, ſor your Maſter foretold that it 
© world happen to you. It's thus this 'Apoſtate and 
Mr. de Harlay inſult the poor Afflicted, in Per- 
s ſecuting them themſelves. cnt 
J was in great perplexities, I lov'd Truth a- 
© bove all things, but had no inclination for Mar- 
© tyrdom, and ſaw no hopes to eſcape it but by. 


© flight- This I had often deſign'd, but the -Lady _ + 
+ Marchiones always oppos'd it earneſtly, ſo as to 


6-tell me, if I left her, I ſhould make her wh 
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6 The Sufferings and Death 
© I yielded to her requeſts : One thing ſurpriſed and 

© afflited me; How fatal ſoever that conjuncture 

* was, that Lady never negle&ed the Care of her 

© Buſineſs. She ſeeing me deſign'd to retire, ſaid, 
Where will you go, Sir? You are not fit for the 

* Galleys; do you find your ſelf diſpos'd for Mar- 

© tyrdom, 15 Days Impriſonment will kill you, ſee | 
c if you can reſolve to do as we have done? I an- 

« ſwer'd, that I had no inclination for lſartyrdom, | 
© but that God gave ſtrength; that it was impoſ- | 
« ſible for me to do as ſhe had done, becauſe I ſhould | 
© think my ſelf Damn'd. In the mean time I took 

© Horſe for Chatel-chignon, where my Siſter, being 

* perſecuted by the Emiſſaries of the Biſhop of Ne- 

vers, by the Curate of the Place, and her own 

© Husband, very earneſtly deſired me to come. 

In the mean time Mr. D' Autun, a very inge- 

© nious Court Prelate, what by Promiſes, and 

© Threats, prevail'd upon the Marchiones to ſign her 
Reunion, and her Example was follow'd at Noele 

© with Tears. 

Our Martyr endeavour'd to eſcape the Perſe- 

cutions preparing for him. But as he was reti- 

ring into Swiſſerland, he was ſeiz'd on Sunday Fe- 

bruary 4. 1686. in the County of Burgundy, near 

the Town of Pontarli, by a Swiſs, whoſe Name 

was La Tour. He was ſent to Bezanſon, where 

he was abuſed, and rob'd of all he had. They took 

his Weapons and a Watch of 23 Lewes d'or value 

from him, and the Intendant la Fond gave his Horſe 
to the Archer that took him. All his other Equipage 

was diſperſed here and there; in this he was di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from others, they returning what was |. 
taken from them, and clapt him in Irons, as ap- 
pears by a Letter to a Friend, dated April 12. Af- 
ter 3 Weeks Impriſonment with ſome that made 
their Abjuration, but were then ſet at Liberty, he 
was brought to the Council-Chamber on his Tri- 
al, tho' he had a Fever, the ſame Day Sentence 
paſſed againſt him, The Day following he was 


Put 
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put into a Dungeon, with Fetters on his Feet Night 
and Day, where he endured great Temptations for 
above 2 Months. He remarks, that when he was 
before the Court, a Counſellor ſeeing him wear 
his Irons awkardly, ſaid to him by way of Inſult 
over his Weakneſs, when a Perſon is convinc'd he 
is in the true Religion, he muſt ſuffer even to 
Death: That Truth, ſays he, made an Impreſſion 
on my Hearr, and ſtrengthen'd me : I told him, 
what he ſaid was very true, and that I was in the 
way to it. There are Caiaphas's of that Nature, 
who often ſpeak Truths they think not of. I'm 
in the Number of the Profligate, and treated as 
the Wicked, but God, who has never forſaken me, 
will have Mercy on me, in a Place where the Air's 
infected, where I feed on Diet which would for- 
merly have poiſon'd me, but I find Sweetneſs and 
Conſolations in them beyond my preſent Hopes. 
By a Letter from the ſame Place of the 12th of 
May, he ſays, There can be nothing more out- 
© ragious than their bad Uſage of me; the more 
© they ſee me languiſh, the more they endeavour 
to aggravate my Confinement. For ſome Weeks 
© paſt, they ſuffered no Body to come into it; if 
© there was any Place more infectious in it, I was 
© carried thither ; in the mean time Truth had al- 
ways the upperhand in my Soul; God, who 
© knows the Purity of its Intentions, ſupporting 
© it with his Grace. He fights againſt me, but 
© fights alſo for me, my Weapons are Tears and 
© Prayers; my Faith is weak, and I am a great 
| © Sinner, but that God of Mercy, the Refuge of 
. © the Afflicted, the only Aſylum of the Miſerable, 
© who does not quench the Smoaking-Flax, nor break 
© the bruiſed Reed, will have Pity on me and my 
© great Weakneſſes : he will not ſaffer me to be 
* confounded, becauſe I hope in him; with the 
* Temptation, he will alſo give me the. Means to 
: eſcape, I will not leave him until he has bleſt 
me. | „ ä 
In 
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S- - The Sufferings and Death 
In this Manner that holy Man entertain'd him- 

ſelf with his Friends in the Beginning of his Im- 
priſoament, and the Miſeries he ſuffer'd in a dark 
Dungeon, where he ſays in another Place, if the 
Manner wherewith they treated him afflicted his 
Body, his Soul was eas'd by it; that it was Phyſicgß 

repared by a Hand that could not fail, the more 

itter, the more ſalutary. He was ſollicited to 
33 Mr. the Intendant either for what they 

ad taken from him when he was ſeiz'd, or to re- 
queſt him to abate the Rigours of his Impriſon- 
ment. But he thought it not fit, becauſe they would 
always require him to do what they would have him; 
for they ſtill offer'd him Liberty, as they did at firſt, 
if he would abjure. Upon this he calls God to 
Witneſs, that nothing but the Hopes of an hea- 
venly Crown retains him in his Religion, which he 
believes to be the only pure and holy, wherein 
Salvation is to be found; that he would rather fi- 
' Niſh his Days in Torment, than forſake a Religion 
which would make him happy in the greateſt 
Misfortunes, and patient in Tribulations; which 
made him deſpiſe Shame, and which put it into his 
Heart to pray for his Enemies, and Perſecutors. 
He ſaid he had Compaſſion on them, and pitied 
them. They think to do God Service, and God 
diſcovers to me, by the Light of his Grace and 
Word, that their Zeal is inconſiderate, and that 
they fight againſt him and his Truth. 

At that time the Superior of the Jeſuits of Be- 

z4anſon came from the Intendant, to tell him, he 
would ſend him away the Munday following, tho? 
he ſhould be alone, to be faſtened to the Chain. 
Thea he heard his pious Siſter, who perſever'd like 
him, ia ſpite of all Perſecutions, was ſent into a 
Convent at Maoulins in Bourbonnois: That increas'd 
his Afffictions, ſo his Zeal and Fervour. Holy Fa- 
ther, ſaid he, on that Occaſion, keep us in thy 
Name. Here is the Patience and Faith of the 
| Salats, 5 5 , 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Feyre. 9 
During his abode in the Priſon of Bezanſon, he 
writ to a Friend; that on the Thurſday and Friday 
before his Letter, five Perſons were condemn'd for 
Life to the Gallies for the Religion, being all poor 
People, and remote from their Country ; one of 
the five was a Patrician of Mmrtauban, who left his 
Wife and the leaſt of his Children: He was car- 
' ried to Priſon with one of his Children of 14 or 
15 Years of Age, who, becauſe of his Youth, was 
ut into the Hoſpital of Bezanſon, to be inſtructed 
in the Roman Religion. There were alſo two 
unmarried Men, the one of 56, and the other of 
60 Years of Age, the latter was ſick and dyin 
when condema'd : He eſcap'd the Dungeon — 
Irons, and was laid on a little Straw ; neverthe- 
leſs an Example of Virtue and Patience. | 
Tho? Monſieur le Fevre had been judg'd with Pre- 
Cipitation, to make Examples; yet he was exhort- 
ed to addreſs the King, either becauſe when he 
was ſeiz'd they could not well convict him of a 
. * Deſign to forſake the Kingdom, or hop'd the 
Fear of Pnniſhment would make him abjure: 
but God, who did not forſake him, made him ſee 
nothing but Horror in the Change propoſed. 
© Tho' he was much ſolicited to it, both by his 
© Judges, and by ſome Catholicks his Friends were 
© obliged to employ, to aſſiſt him, and to hear from 
© him: Thus he was well ſerv'd by Mr. W who 
© teſtified much Reſpe& for him. Mr. Fevre's 
Merit, ſaid he to a Proteſtant-Ftiend, who de- 
© fired to ſee him in Priſon, and his unhappy In- 
gagement in the Reform'd Religion, make me 
© ſhare the Vexations of his Priſon and Irons, 
© which have nevertheleſs nothing ſtrong enough 
do exerciſe the Dzmon that poſſeſſes him; he is 
tired with the Importunity of my Preſence, not 
willing to hear any Body more about his Con- 
* verſion, for which I would give my Life. ba 
He was conducted from Bez anſon, where he had 
deen judg'd, to Diſan, 1 came May "1 
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To The Sufferings and Death 
1636. but the Hardſhip both of the Journey and Irons 
bruis'd him, and made Impreſſions on his Fleſh. © I 
© am, ſays he, in a Letter of the firſt of June, from 
© the Priſon of the Court of Dijon, as it were im- 
© potent, ſuffering great Pains all over my Body; 
© and had it not been for the Comfort the Lord ſent 
© me at Auſonne, I could not have been brought 
4 *©* alive to Dijon. My Irons were taken off at Au- 
© ſonne, and | was ſet on Horſe-back, whereas be- 
© fore I was in a Waggon ia a killing Poſture, and 
© preſt on all ſides; But whatever happens to us, 
e muſt put our Truſt in God, and hope in 
© him only. Ihave had ſome Fits of an Ague more 
© yiolent than uſually, but God will not forſake me. 
In ſhort, the Priſons, and Entertainments he found 
ia them at Dijon; were more favourable to him, 
and thoſe that were condemn'd with him, than 
| thoſe of Bexanſon; for which he was thankful, and 
we teſtified his Acknowledgments. -.: 55 
= © They ſpeak no more here, ſays he, in a Letter 
written from the ' Keeper's Lodge of the Court 
of Dijon, * of Irons and Dungeons, God permits 
| © us to recover the Strength we ſtand in need of 
© to bear the Chains preparing for us. I am treat- 
ed with much Humanity. And there, and at Be- 
⁊anſon, came divers Letters of Recommendation 
from Perſons of Quality, and Friends from Paris 
and Province. And tho” they were uſeful to ſhew-” 
the Merit of that Priſoner, for whom ſo many 
Perſons of the firſt Qnality concern'd themſelves ; 
yet were they prejudicial to him; for his Judges 
looking on him as a conſiderable Perſon, took the 
more Labour to gain him. And ſeeing Promiſes 
prevail'd nothing, they us'd Rigour, ſuppoſing the 
Extremity of Torment would at laſt force him to 
yield. But gaining nothing by the one nor t'other, 
they reſoly'd to make him an Example of Severi- 
ty, to divert others from the like Deſign, Inſo- 
- much, that his Merit, Frieads, and Acquaintance, 
were almoſt as prejudicial to him as the Cauſe he 


Ll 


main- 
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maintain d. The Letters of Recommendation, ſaid 
he, to one of his Friends at Paris, to whom he 
writ, do me harm; let us make no more uſe of 
them, Sir, .and do no longer importune Mr. the 
Marqueſs of — to whom I wiſh a Marſhal's Staff 
of France, And tho? his Friends ſeat large Sums 
of Money for his Aſſiſtance, yet would he not ac- 
- cept of them, ſaying, Plenty was troubleſome to 
him; if he did accept them, it was to relieve the 
poor condemn'd Priſoners, who were in Neceſſity 
and Miſery, but with this Proviſo, that his Bro- 
ther in Law, the Sieur - ſhould return the 
Sums he received, to thoſe who ſupplied him with 
them. He was ſo nice, that he would not diſcover 
his Neceſſities to his Friends, that he might not 
ſeem importunate; ſaying, tho' he ſhould want 
any thing, he would not tell them; that the Qua- 
lity of a Gally-ſlave had not abated his Courage; 
that if he had much, he would give much; thoſe 
condemn'd to the Gallies with him being very - 
poor People, who were deſtitute of all humane. 
Relief, but rich in Faith. 

Being yet in the Priſon of Dijon, they would 
have obliged him to preſent a Petition to Mr. the 
Intendant, to obtain ſome favourable Uſage when 
he ſhould be at the Chain: But he refus'd it, ſaying, 


cu ly obliged: to the Kei 
def Vd in his Priſon «t: 


ws 
- 
© 


G 


'- x wth = * * 
= -- — - =- > — 
— — —— 2 4 3 — 
N Ni . * — 


12 The Sufferings and Death 


very honeſt Man, and little fit for that Office; the 
Diſorder of his Affairs prompting him to take u 
that Employ. I ſhould but little feel my Captivi- 
ty, if the Noiſe of the Chain did not tingle conti- 
nually in my Ears, and if the R. Father Jeſuit, who 
came from FVexelai, Corbigni POrnu, did not viſit me 
ſo often, or only diſcourſe me ſuitably to my Con- 
dition. It was at that Time that the Chain, to 
which he was to be faſten'd, paſs'd from Dijon to 
Paris, under the Conduct of the Sieur De St. Previl, 
And hearing that Mr de Maroles was in the Priſon 
of the Tournelles, and that he ſhould probably be pur 
to that Chain, he askt news of him, waiting pretty 
calmly for that doleful Event: In that Expectation 
he employ'd his Time to fortifie all that came to 
viſit him, and to comfort his abſent Friends every 


where by Letters, exhorting them to perſevere, 
in the moſt feeling Terms poſſible. 


At laſt, after two Months Impriſonment in Dijon, 


be was conducted with his Companions to Chalons 
on the River Sone, where the Chain arriv'd from 
Paris, to which Mr. de Maroles, who was then ſick, 


was faſtened, as he notes in a Letter from Chalons 
Auguſt 3. 1686. wherein he ſays, If it was not for 
the Sickneſs of the illuſtrious Monſieur de Maroles, 
which continues ſtill, I'd teſl you, my dear Friend, 
nothing but matters of Rejoicing, but my Heart is 
wounded; 1 hope, by the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, the 
Fever of that Martyr of Jeſus will abate by Reſt ; 
becguſe they were to go by Water, and had a lit- 
tle Liberty, their Chains being ſomething lighter. 

At firſt he was coupl'd with a Dragoon-Officer, 


call'd bon Valet, a very mild, diſcreet Man, Briga- 


dier of the Marqueſs de Owartigni's Company, who 
was condemn'd to the Gallies, for letting Mr. dg 


Ville Franche Mont hrun, the Lady his Siſter, Made: 
wiſely de {a Jonchers, and others, eſcape, That 


cer was 3 Raman Catholick, byt was us d as if 


of 
f the „ Ke ſuſſer'd moch th 
he - Nen 0 1 il Be fuer d ms ff 


* 


of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 13 


firſt Night, but was afterwards bound with Mr. de 
Maroles, and lay with him. 

We may eaſily imagine, that theſe Martyrs Jour- 
ney was painful, by the Relation he gives of it 
from the Hoſpital of the Galley-$laves at Marſeilles 
Auguſt 20. 1686. as ſoon as they arriv'd there, 

IIt ſeem'd to me as if 1 had been gone above 
* 6 Months from Dijon, the Lord had made my 


= ww — _- * 
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) + Fleſh and Skin grow old, and 1 found my ſelf in 

f the Pains of Death; the Guard have thought me 

© dead, and as ſuch, one took one thing, and ano- 

. £ ther another; and without the little Stop made 

7 Dat Avignon, I could expect nothing but a cruel 

2 Death. With long Iatreaties Mr. de St. Previl 

) © ſuffer'd me to take a Litter, on Condition I ſhould 

f pay the Guard. Money was a great Aſſiſtance to 

k * me. I have diſpers'd it, But why all thoſe Cares hi 
* and Expences, to come to a Place, that may be 4. 

bs © call'd the ahode of Miſery, where I am mixed a 

's with a very great Number of Galley-Slaves ? F,, 

n | have been 48 Hours without being able either 

1 to Eat or Drink, or to cloſe an Eye. At laſt re- 

15 commending my Soul to God, I ſpied Mr. F. coming 

"oy to me, who told me I was recommended to him 

E by his Friend G. After that Viſit, the Fever left 

L me. My Life is not precious to me, I could leave 

s [it with Delight, if it was God's Will; but the Lord 

e | works Miracles to preſerve it to me. Fatewel my 

j dear, Greet the Brethrep, and pray fon hte They 

* continue to ſpeak of Controverſies to me, and of 

. changing my Religion; how long, Lord? © 


When we came to Marſeiles, which was in the 
Month of Auguſt, Mr. de Maroles and he were put 
into the Hoſpital of the Galley-Slaves, as ſick Men. 
He ſays ina Letter writ from that Hoſpital Septem- 
ber 13, Mr, de Maroles and my ſelf have been ſome 

Daysn ear each other; our Beds join, and we eat 
together; our Captivity and frequent Sickneſſes 
hinder us got from diverting our ſelves. It's from A 
that Plage he deſires his Friend to whom he write 
4 0 n 


14 he Sufferings and Death 
to give the Wife of that illuſtrious Companion of 
his Sufferings a Viſit from him, and aſlure her, it, 
would be the greateſt Pleaſure in the World to him 
to do her Husband Service, who is, ſays he, one 
of the beſt Chriſtians and moſt inlighten'd I ever 
knew. It was doubtleſs a great Comfort to be 
both of them together in that miſerable Place, and 
do be able to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen each other. Ne- 
vertheleſs they were both expreſly forbid to ſee 
the Galley-Slaves of the Religion, or ſend them any 
thing. But the Continuance of thoſe two holy Men 
in that Place was not long; for they had been told, 
that as ſoon as they were recover'd they ſhould be 
ſeparated ; wherein, ſays he, I ſhall have a great 
Loſs of that godly Man's Converſation. It is not 
to be queſtion'd, but they made a kind of Paradice 
of their Retirement in that Place, wherein they 
had altogether divine Converſations. It is from 
RES thence he writes concerning the Prohibition made 
them to communicate any thing to the other Galley- 
wr Saves. The Exerciſes of Piety and Charity are 
i o longer permitted, there is no more Sincerity 
to be us d, but I hope always in divine Providence, 
who orders all things wiſely, that it will draw 
Good out of Evil, and Light out of Darkneſs, 
when we ſhall return to the Lord our God, with 
all our Heart. Our Evils are great, but our Sins 
ger; and God muſt ſtrike us with great 
raw our Aﬀecions from the Earth. 
e the Reflections he then made on their 
particular Condition, and on what was wrote to him 
concerning the Reformed in general, and of ſome 
of his Acquaintance, of whom he ſays in the Con- 
cluſion of his Letter, The End of your Letter in- 
forms me that you have Sorrows; the Lord Jeſus | 
comfort you, and inſpire you by hts Spirit what 
you have to do; may it pleaſe that great Saviour 
to raiſe up ſuch as are fallen, and to ſtrengthen 
thoſe that ſtand more and more, © 
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. While he was in that Hoſpital of the Galley- 
Slaves, with Mr. de Marales, he was very ill. I 
fall, ſaid he, from one relapſe to another, and have 
found my ſelf-at Death's Door. The Phyſician of 
the Hoſpital took great care of me, and won- 
der'd I did not complain, and that my. Pains did 
not make me figh. I could not Walk theſe two 
; Days, and find my ſelf very weak, but don't 
beliere our condition ſo unbappy as the World 
thinks it, nor that we are ſo much to be pitied: 
Were it only for the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience, we are happy, and nothing in regard of 
that can take our joy from us in our Sufferings 
and great Pains; the Divine Comforter, who puts 
us all in heart again, comes to'our Aſſiſtance : Some- 
times He hides himſelf, - becauſe we are People 
of little Faith: But God, who knows our ſince- 
rity, pities our Weakneſſes, ſupports us, and takes Mi 
us by the Hand, and in that State, Death is no a 
longer a King of Terror, being aſſured by Him ng 9 
that lov'd us, that we ſhall receive Mercy, and © | 
die the Death of the Righteous :} What an Advan- 
tage! What Comfort! And what ſolid Happi- 
neſs is this! EET 
As he had been told he ſhould be ſeparated from 
his dear Companion Mr. de Marolles as ſoon as he 
was a little better; ſo they were as good as their 
Word: For he was carried from thence igto the 
Galley call'd the Grande Reale; in which he had 
not been many Days before he was very ill, ac- 
cording to the Deſcription he gives of his Condi- 
tion by Letter dated September 17. 1686. He ſays, 
they ſend Mr. de Marolles and me to the Gallies, 
without having any regard to our languiſhing Condi- 
tion Mr. de Marolles began to walk, but I can't ſtand. 
The Phyſician of the Hoſpital told us it was not 
his fault, and that he deſir'd Mr. Begon, Intendant 
of the Galleys, to let us tarry ſome time longer; 
but in vain. Mr. de Marolles was declar'd invalid, 
and put into the St. John, ſo that he's exempted 
Ons | OY rom 
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16 The Sufferings and Death 
from Rowing, and I expect what it ſhall pleaſe God 
to ſend me. I went on Board yeſterday, where I 
was immediately loaden with Chains. We are pi- 

tied. An Officer told me, that if we were here 

for our Crimes, we might expect all manner of kind- 

neſs. To all my Sufferings I oppoſe the Will of God. 

If Poverty, Sickneſs, Pains and Captivity are the | 
Means He will make uſe of, Why fhall I refuſe them? 
I ſhall die contentedly when God ſhall call me. Theſe | 
are hard extremes, bur tho? God kill me, yet I'll | 
_ in him, and. praiſe Him all the Days of my 

Life. Pm reduc'd to lie on a Board not much above 
Two Foot wide, and have nothing to cover me; 
© but the Gally Slaves my Neighbours have ftript 
© themſelves for me; and if the Lice and Bugs had f 
not Afflicted me, I found my ſelf difpoſed for a 
deep and calm Sleep, notwithſtanding the great I 
© Noiſe made in the Gallies. F411; 7511 f 
While I was on Board the Grand Reale, | was en- 0 
* © ter'd. among the reſt ; for in that Galley all the Y 
© Slaves are enter'd down from whence they come. b 
dhe never moves out of the Harbour, and when ſhe d 
© has many Slaves on Board, they are all, except 1 
* thoſe they have a reſpect for, ſorted, and brought t 
into a ſpatious Place, where the Intendant, Com- 4 
miſſary- General, and Captains of the Gallies meet, g 
to make. choice of the moſt Vigorous and beſt a- FF 7- 
© ble the, the reſt are ſent back to the Grand a1 
* Reald further Order. Choice being made of Ic 
© thoſe: in Health, they are divided on the Armed * 
* Gallies. Each Captain takes his ſhare: But 1 ſt 
was not cheapen'd, my bad looks were uſeful to ar 
me on that occaſion. There was but one Cap- fu 
© tain or Chief of the Squadron that put a little m 
8 — on me; for turning towards me, he told his 

© Man he knew not how to chooſe; then he ask'd on 
the Sieur Bonvalet which was the Advocate of Wi 
us two, for he wanted one. I anſwer'd him with Te 
© ſuch a ſorrowful, languiſhing Tone, I was the Ad- 

vocate, that he turned himſelf from me. REA, 
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Some of his Friends knowing him to be in that 
miſerable Condition, obtained that Favour for 
him, to be put on Board another Galley, called; 
the Magnificent, in hopes he might find more Eaſe 
there, by the Credit of ſome Friends with the 
Captain. He found himſelf pretty well there, by 
that Captain's recommendation of him to the Co- 
mites, and Argouſins, ſo that he fear'd he ſhould 
not ſtay there long, being ill look'd upon by the 
Fathers of the Aliſſion, and of the Almoners, whoſe 
Eyes he pray'd God to open, and ſhew them, that 
whilſt they thought to do him Service, they fought 
againſt him. It happened even ſo, for at two Days 
end, he was more exactly obſerved than before; 
the Liberty of ſeeing his Friends he loſt, and of 
Writing or receiving Letters from them. He had 
| not ſo much as liberty to converſe with thoſe in 
> the ſame Galley, being always faſtened to the 
| Chain, and kept ſhorter than can be expreſs d. 
| At that time he was ſent for to the Biſhop: but 
+ becauſe of his indiſpoſition, the Conference was # 
deferred to another time, as he obſerves in a 
: Letter dated Ofob. 14. 1685. It is ſince known, 
that he came another Time before that Biſhop, 
g and was ſtrongly ſollicited to change his Reli- 
; gion, with aſſurance of Liberty. But that Inter- 
view ſerved only to confirm him in his Faith, 
and deſign to glorifie God by his Sufferiogs, ſo 
j long as it pleaſed him to continue them, as he 
] happily performed to the end; having ever te- 
| ſtified an extraordinary Averſion to that Cow- 
, ardice, and an invincible Reſolution to be Faith- 
ful to his God, whatever Treatment he ſhould 
: meet with, | 
3 But it muſt not be forgot, that before he came 
1 out of the Gallies to be put in the Dungeon, he 
f writ an excellent Letter in Anſwer to his Paſtor; 
i very edifying to the Publick. 
* He ſays to that Paſtor; When abſent from 
* your Flock, your Heart watched, and your Cs 


18 
© Bleſſed he God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, the God of all Mercy, who inſpir'd you 
<£ with the Exhortations you ſent me. I have 
© fince gone through divers ſore Trials to the 


© Fleſh, and found the more I'm afflicted, the 
© more Salutary are your Counſels. No, I don't 


© queſtion but your Prayers drew the Grace on , 


© me I needed, to profit by my Temptations. 1 
© pray God to bleſs thoſe who convey'd your 


© Letter to me. My Deſiga (Dear Paſtor) was, 


© to give you an exact Relation of what happen- 
ed to me, but ſome Reaſons hinder ; I'll tell 
© you but one word of my Condition, I was put 
on Board a Galley, where 1 was treated, ob- 
© ſerved, and kept cloſer than before. I was 
© loaded with Irons and Chains: I lay on the 
© Boards, and tho? *twas very Cold, yet they hin- 
© dered me from covering my ſelf; they railed 
© and ſhook their Cudgels at me; a Fever ſeiz'd 
© me, and all my Body was full of Pain. In that 


© Condition, my Soul, raiſing it ſelf above viſible 


© Things, ſought irs God, its ſovereign and only 
© Hope. The Comforts that our Lord Jeſus gave 
© us, encreas'd proportionably to the Evils we en- 
© dured for his ſake; he encourag'd me in all my 
Fears, and ſaid to my Soul, I am thy Salvation. 
© On Board one Galley I experimented the Aſ- 
© ſiſtance of Men; on the other, the Aſſiſtance 
* of Sad. What ſhall I ſay, dear Paſtor, the 
* Turtle is pleas'd in its Moans; that Holy and 
Divine Spirit of Love, was my Comforter. Who 
© elſe could give me what I could never expect, 


* and make me deſpiſe Things I feared moſt ? 


© The Faithfulneſs of my God is great; He's 
© near thoſe who wait on him, to Support, Main- 
© tain, and Defend them in the Poſſeſſion of their 
* Salvation. He is the only, the admirable, the 
* mighty God, who leads us through Darkneſs to 
his marvellous Light: among the Dread of babe 
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© Gallies, He makes us taſt ineffable Delights. I 
may *truly ſay, when I am Weak, then am I 
strong. I paſt divers Days in that Condition, 
* and at laſt found I ſlept well, and what I eat 


* agreed with me. 1 ſtop here, having ſaid e- 


© nough to make you Rejoice, and to oblige you 


- © to be more conſtant in your Prayers. I only 


* add, P'm Weakneſs it ſelf: 1 have Fightings 
* without, and Fears within; my Heart is often 
© troubled, my Soul trembles, and finds it ſelf 
© Fainting :. And if God comforts me and exerts 
© his Power in my great Infirmities, it is becauſe 
He's my Refuge, and becauſe divers Perſons pleaſ- 
*ing to him, pray with me for my Preſervation in 
Faith, and in his Love. I conjure you then by the 
© Charity you have for me, to pray without ceaſing, 
© both for me, and for all my dear fellow Sufferers. 

© We have every thing to fear from our Selves, 
© and thoſe whoſe Zeal is not according to God. They 


| © add Craft to Violence, to make us forſake a Religi- 


f 


© on, to which we are convigced our Salvation's 
© annex'd. It's to make us go down quick to Hell. 
© Lord Jeſus, who haſt given us Grace to retain 
the Patience, taught in thy Word, keep us, ac- 
© cording to thy Divine Promiſes, in the Hour of 
Temptation, finiſh what thou haſt begun; I will 
© not leave Thee till Thou haſt bleſt me, and haſt 
* received my Soul, it is my Faith and Hope. Here 
* are divers Witneſſes whoſe State is conformable 
© to mine, who preſerve their Hope and Faith in- 
* violably, being reſolv'd to ſuffer Death it ſelf, if it 
© pleaſe the Lord, for the Word of God and Teſti- 
© mony of Jeſus. Weendeayour to attain the Mark 
© of our high Calling; the Race is difficult, the 
Way rough, but we caſt our Eyes on Jeſus, the 
© Author and Finiſher of our Faith; we place all 
© ur confidence in Him who raiſes the Dead, and 


* calls the Things that are not, as if they were. 


Offer to our God, in the Land of Benediction 
where He has called you, pleaſing Sacrifices, of 
* | lai... + hum- 


p 
* + "3x — « 7. * a 
9 . r — 
9 —_ ww. FI \ * x 


. - "wu % 3 * — — 4 


—Y. 


l — — * 


1 V - * 
* WIA : 


20 The Sufferings and Death 


* © humble Hearts, and Penitent Souls, to diſarm his 
© Anger; and I will offer Him Prayers for you 
© from the bottom of my Heart, Holocauſta Medul- 
lata, that He may fill you with all kind of Joy, and 
© enrich you more and more with the Graces of his 
holy Spirit; and that you may ſee all your Sheep 
© enter again the ſacred Fold. Oh, if that is the , 
« Obje& of my Wiſnes, it is alſo the Subject of my 
© Tears and Sighs ! : | 
He continued on Board the Gallies till April 1687. 
So was not quite a Year there. We can't appre- 
hend the Reaſon, unleſs he was judg'd invalid, as 
Mr. Marolles was, ſo ought to have been ſent back 
to the Hoſpital of the Galley-Slaves, where they 
were put on their Artival at Marſeilles: Whether 
it was to hinder thoſe Two Confteſlors, from hav- 
ing any Communication with other Galley-Slaves, 
or the reſt of the People; or to make them feel 
more ſenſibly all Hardſhips, to cruſh them; or to 
bring them to the Change propos'd to them in vain ; 
they were both put into Dungeons in the two ut- * 
moſt Parts of Marſeilles: Monſieur de Marolles in 
Fort St. Nicholas, Monſieur le Fevre in Fort St. 
John, by an Order from Court, where they remain'd 
till their Deaths. Monſieur de Marolles till June 17. 
1692. when he render'd his Soul into the Hands 
of his God; and Monſieur le Fevre till June 13, or 
14. 1702. Ten Years after his dear Companion. 
lle was now depriv'd of all intercourſe, being kept 
cloſe and guarded in his Dungeon : News was rare- 
ly to be had of him but with great Trouble and 
Charge: Good part of the Money deſign'd for him 
and his Companions, was employ'd to pay thoſe 
who ſerv'd them in it, which they did with extra- 
ordinary Dangers, inſomuch that ſome were Con- 
demn'd to be hang'd, and were Executed. His 
Letters were ſometimes kept a Year without finding 
a fit Opportuntt x. (SS g 
His Captivity laſted 16 Years. © The Priſon of Fort 
S. John, he ſays, is a Vault of an irregular Figure, fors 
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c merly a Stable, but being too moiſt, was unhealth- 
© ful for Horſes. A Rack and Manger are yet re- 
© maining, and no Light can come in but by the 
Door; the upper part whereof Is broken, and 
© grated within and without. Overagainſt the o- 
© pening, are Bars faſten'd to an Iron Bar, rivetted 
© at the top into the Wall: The Place is very 
* dark, the Air infected and ill-ſcented, and every 
© thing rots in it, all the Wells and Fountains 
* are above me. I never ſaw any Fire there but 
that of a Candle. 

As he enter'd that place, they ſearch'd him, and 
took away the only Book he had left. He lay 2 or 
3 Nights in a very moiſt Manger, and above a 
Month on a very mort narrow Cheſt, having two 
Seats of Straw, one at the Feet, the other at the 
Head, higher than the Cheſt, fo that he lay high 
and low, without any other covering than the King's 
Garments; yet he ſlept quietly. © This hard Enter- 
© tatament,adds he, caus'd a Defluxion on the Teeth, 
great Pains in the Reins, Rheumatiſm, at laſt a 
© continual Fever. But God made uſe of thoſe E- 
* vils to wean my Heart from the World, and teach 
© me to perſevere in a full Reſignation to his Will. 

Tho' he was of a weak, delicate Conſtitution ; 
yet God rais'd him five Times from extraordinary 
Sickneſſes : He had afl kinds of Agues, a cruel Co- 
lick in the Stomach : He was nothing but Skin and 
Bone, afflicted with flying Pains, chiefly in the Neck 
and Shoulders, and perpetual hummings in the 
Ears. No one durſt come near him, nor look on 
the Place of his Retreat, much leſs ſpeak to him: 


la ſome Moments, he ſays, he conſider'd Death as 


his beſt Friend, and greateſt Comfort. | 

Be ſenſible of my Miſery, ſaid he, to a dear Re- 
lation whom he entertain'd with his ſorrowful 
Condition, but be yet much more ſenſible of the 
Glory and Happineſs to which it tends. Death is 
nothing, Chriſt conquer'd it for me; and when 


the Time comes, he'll give me ſufficient Strength 
e | 
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22 The Sufferings and Death 
to pull off the Mask it bears in great AﬀiQtions: 
Major eſt metus Vita, quam Mortis; the fear of living 
a long time, is greater than that of dying ſoon ; | 
in the mean time *tis more honourable to endure 5 
the moſt wretched Life, than deſire Death. 

There were ſome Intervals, in which his Pains 
redoubling, and Strength diminiſhing, he ſpoke as 
if juſt Dying. Then he askt Pardon of all he 
« had offended by Weakneſs, Inadvertency, & c. 
« I declare before God, (ſays he) I freely forgive 

* thoſe who offended me in any manner, It's not 
4 likely I can live much longer: The Aliments 
* they give being full of divers kinds of Naſtineſs 
ec and Impurities; unleſs God acts in an extraor- 
4 dinary manner on my Body, I muſt die. The 
Badneſs of his Food is found in divers Paſſages of | 
his Letters, but was not remedied after all the Re- | 
monſtrances that could be made. *Tis belier'd 
there was a Deſign of haſtening the Death of that | 
Confeſſor, whoſe Perſeverance and wonderful 5 
Graces, which God diſplay'd in him, excited the 
Fury of the Enemies of the Faith, as it happen'd | 
to his illuſtrious Companion Monſieur de Maroles, 
whoſe End was haſten'd by the like Uſage. He 
wrote in the Year 99. That they had cruelly perſe- 
cuted him divers Years by the Corruption of all the 
Food they gave him, either to Drink or Eat: But 
the Lord ſupports my weak Nature in a miracu- 
lous Manner : I'm often without Linen or Clothes : 

I ſhould have been without a Shirt, if God had not 
given me Two by an extraordinary way ; but I could 
ner diſcover to whom Pm indebted, (who at the 
ſame time caus'd a Bolſter and other things to be + 
given me) I fell immediately on my Knees to 
thank God for ſuch unexpected Aſſiſtance. God 
comforts and ſupports me in a ſenſible manner, 
and gives me Strength to ſuffer my Afflictions with 
Joy, with invincible Patience and Perſeverance : 

If I tell you Pm ſometimes ſo contented and hap- 

- ÞY, as that I forget all Sorrows, I ſhould tell you 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre, 22 
the Truth. In ſpiritual Exerciſes he repeated and 
ſung the Beginning of the 35th Pſalm. Plead thou 
my Cauſe, &c. and the 130th Pſalm ;, both very ſuit- 
able to his Condition: He ſays he felt God always 
near to ſupport him; ſo that he Eat, Drank, and 

Slept at his regular Hours. | 
One of his Fellow-Sufferers, a Confeſſor on board 
the Gallies, writ him an excellent Letter. © Be 
« of good Courage, Sir, and moſt dear Brother, if 
e the Wiſdom of God has deſign'd your Dungeon 
& for your Tomb, he has prepar'd his magnificent 
„% Kingdom to receive your Soul: In your Death 
c you'll find the Beginning of the new Life, The 
« Miſeries you ſuffer in Body, ſerve only to make 
© your Reſurrection more glorious. Our Trou- 
ce bles are Thorns God puts in our Fleſh, to wean 
© us from the World, leaſt we periſh with it. But 
ce to accompliſh the Will of God more perfectly, 
<« let us conſtantly remember his Example, to for- 
« give our Enemies with all our Heart, without 
© retaining the leaſt Reſentment. Let us compaſ- 
“ ſionate thoſe miſerable, blind Creatures, and 
„ pray the Eternal Father, toe drown their Sins 
* in the Ocean of his Grace; to ſave them by his 
„Mercy, and receive them into his Covenant. 

Our Martyr anſwer'd thoſe Exhortations admi- 
rably well: He pray'd inceſſantly, for Mercy on 

thoſe that ſuffer, and ſuch as inflict the Puniſhmeat 3 
he that commands us to love our Enemies, works 
what he commands in us. The World has long 
look'd on us as tottering Walls, but it ſees not the 
Almighty Hand that ſupports us. roo 
They try all Ways to weary out my Patience; 
the Money given for me, is not employ'd to my 
Relief. The Hoſt who ſerv'd me with Proviſi- 
on, cheated me, and the Major favour'd him; tho' 
he ſeem'd not to approve his Conduct, on Com- 
plaints made to him. How great ſoever my An- 
guiſh was, I eſteem it more expedient to ſuffer Life, 
than deſire Death, unleſs, as St. Paul did, to be with 
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24 The Suffering} and Death | 
Chriſt ; to poſſeſs the Fulneſs of that Holineſs and 
Charity, that's only to be found in Heaven. 
Whereupon he blames the Action of Euſebins of 
Verceil, confin'd to Scythopolis by the Arians, for a 
Deſign of ſtarving himſelf to Death. 


Rebus in adverſis facile eſt contemnere Vitam, 
Fortiter ille facit, qui miſer eſſe poteſt. 


God will be glorified by my Sufferings ; the lon- 
ger and more difficult, the more Glory the Lord 
will have. Unde eſſet magnum perſeverare, niſi inter 
Tribulationes & Tentatiiones eſſet perſeverandum. 


* I'm always purſued with the ſame Violence; 
te there's no [ntermiſſion ; they deny me all manner 
« of Commerce with the Living and the Dead 5g 
ce certainly they'd uſe no Villain as they have me: 


s but the Lord had Pity on my Weakneſs, and gave 


« mea Patience I ne'r durſt hope for: Glory to him 
« evermore. Ir's glorious to ſuffer fot his Cauſe ; 
cc jt's the moſt excellent manner whereby God can 
ce be glorified by Men, as it's the greateſt Sign of 
« Glory God does to Men. I acknowledge Men 
« make me ſuffer for God, and God makes me 
„ ſuffer for my Sins. If God does not hear me 


& ad voluntatem, he will ad ſalutatem ; and whether 


« I Live or Die, I'll Live and Die to him. 

Afterwards he was two Years and ſome Months 
cloſely confin'd, till the End of the Year 98. He 
had no kind of Intercourſe with the World, nor 
Friends ; he that ſerv'd him for a Meſſenger being 
impriſon'd. They took away all his Works, pious 
Books, and Writings : He kept only the Tranflati- 
on of our Pſalms. - 5 

He ſays, Twas the School of Sufferings, wherein 
he learnt to die to the Deſires of the World, and 
Self-Love. It's in Retirement and Solitude that 
. we raiſe our ſelves to God, and converſe with him 

in Prayer, the Refuge of Saints, and Comfort of 
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F Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 23 
Martyrs. It's there a faithful Soul finds all it © can 
© and ovght to deſire of its jeſus, the Comforter; 
e there it has ſo much the more Familiarity with its 
© Creator, becauſe it has leſs with the Creature, 
On Chriſtmas-Eve that Year, a Soldier who had 
done him Service, was condemn'd to be Hang'd. © In 
\ | © thoſe Extremities of Sufferings, he ſays, God made 
© me feel his Aſſiſtance in ſight of thoſe that ſur- 
© rounded me. It happen'd but once or twice to 
© me, to tell them, they violated all the Laws 
© of Humanity to a Man who had given no Bo- 
© dy any ſubject of Complaint, whoſe Innocency 
© was known to all; he truſted in God, and that 
© when a. Man ſuffer dd for God, he wanted no 
© Courage; that he did not ſuffer all this by his 
% own Strength; that he was there ready ſtill to ſuf- 
fer, and did not refuſe to Die. | 
As this Holy Man deſir'd nothing ſo much as 
his Sanctification, without which he knew his Con- 
rage and Patience would be in vain, he ſays, in a 
Letter to Mademoiſelle R. © I enter into the 10th 
© Year of my Sufferings, (this was in 95.) and by 
© God's Grace, I have neither loſt Spirit, Patience, 
© Faith, nor Health totally. Ah my dear Kinſwo- 
© man, the Lord has heard your Prayers, and thoſe 
© of the Moſes's and Samuel's, who interceed for 
* me: He has ſpar'd my Weakneſs, pitied my 
© Frailty, and will finiſh what concerns me. If I 
© was but disburthen'd from the Weight of my Sins, 
© if I could diſengage my ſelf from the Thoughts of 
© the World, I ſhould be too happy, incomparably 
© more happy, than I was in the World, tho' when 
„ Ileft it, F had all I could reaſonably deſire in it. 
But I confeſs with grief, and confuſion, that I'm a 
© Man of little Faith, a Sinner, and have defired 
* my Temporal Liberty with too much Ardour. 
He complained almoſt in all his Letters, of his In- 
firmities and Sins, much more than of his Sufferiags, 
which he mentioned only to ſatisfie ee 
him to inform them, and to teſtifie hid AeRnow⸗ 


* 


bo dom PT. 2 N 
X * ** . o GRP 


* 


26 The Safferings and Death: 
ledgement to God, for the Patience and Strength he 

ve him: His Letters were all full of Complaints 
he made to God and Men, of his Sins, and inward 
Weakneſles, He ſaid there needed more Graces 
and Force againſt Sin, than for reſiſtance unto 
Blood. There are Times when God ſuſpends the 
Influences of his Grace, when He takes the Senſe of 
his Love from me; which ] look on as a Chaſtiſe- 
ment, and effect ot God's Love towards me, who 
makes me deſire the renewing of his Spirit, there 
being no greater Evidence of the preſence of his 
Spirit, than the Defire of a more abundant Grace. 
I'm fo great a Sinner, that it's juſt I ſhould be Cha- 
ſtisd. Happy is he whom the Lord is willing to in- 
ſtrut; He will keep his Soul at Reſt in moſt diffi- 
cult Times, while the Ditch is digging for the 
Wicked. 

The Devil, ſays he, who animates the Fleſh and 
Sin againſt holy Confeſſors, when he cannot vanquiſh 
by ſeverity of Torments, diſplays the utmoſt 


Strength of his Malice and Fury by inward Con- 


flicts, and draws all his Armies into order of Bat- 
tie, to corrupt the Heart and Mind; to which he 
aptly compares St. Paul's Thorn in the Fleſh. 

Elis Mind was always Meditating on the Myſte- 
ries of Salvation, and Means to attain it: On 
this Subject he ſpake with as much ſolidity as the 
moſt accompliſh'd Dis ines; which made thoſe who 
knew he never ſtudied Divinity, wonder. He ſaid 
to thoſe who admired him oa that Subject: That 
« he had never learn'd the Things he told them, 
© before he was a Galley-Slave, and a Priſoner of 


< Jeſns-Chriſt: That it was not he alone who had 


© learnt to ſpeak in Irons, and pray on the Sea, but 
that his dear Companions had receiv'd the ſame 
© Graces. 

© God chaſtiſes me, ſaid he, only to correct me 
© for my Faults, and ſave me in ſpight of the World 
6 and Hell. That Almighty Hand that began the 

Work, wil finiſh ite I keep to my Pledge, ans 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 27 
* the Promiſes of my God. Now this is the Uſe 
© God would have me make of the Suſpenſions of his 
* ſanQifying Spirit. 1, It's a continual Warn- 
© ing given me to reform what may be diſpleaſ- 
ing to him, 2. He makes me know and feel, in 
a moſt lively manner, I am but Vanity in his Pre- 
ſence. 3. He wonld make me ſenſible what He is 


"to me, by a continual Dependence: on his Aſſiſt- 


ances; that I ſtand in need of it, and ſhovld periſh 
without it. He comforts me in Afflictions, and re- 
duces me into the Way mark'd out for me. 4. God 
will thereby give me a greater Value for his Gifts 
and Favours; and laſtly, will inſpire me with a con- 
tempt of Life, and deſire to paſs to my dear 
Country, where is perfect Peace, and Eternal Qui- 
et. It's God only can make us happy. Our per- 
fe& Happineſs is ia Heaven, there's none ſolid to 
be found on Earth. Death muſt .be defir'd, in or- 
der to be happy in ſome ſort, but we muſt die 
indeed to be perfectly Happy. It was well ſaid 


of old; That he who thinks he is to die, eaſily de- 


ſpiſes things preſent. Theſe were happy Suſpen- 
ſions, which produc'd admirable effects upon the 
Martyr's Soul. 

In thoſe Diſpoſitions, this excellent Prayer, com- 
Poſed for his own uſe, he ſent to his Brethren, 
to Mr. Neau, who was then ina Dungeon, and to 
the Confeſſors on Board the Gallies: He ſays he 
makes uſe of Mr. de Placette's Thoughts and Ex- 
Preſſions, from whom a Book had been ſent him, 
whoſe Thoughts and Notions,. he accommadated 
to his ewn uſe, and that of his Companions. 


A Prayer to Jeſus Chriſt. 


err Burn, Strike me, O my God, but Heal, 
6 Comfort, and dwell with me, and ſupport - 
me with thy Spirit. Let thy inward ſecret Voice 
let thy R 
E 2 di- 


2 | * *. * 


* a . — 
Fr N 
- 2 8 
1 . 


28 The Sufftrings and Death 
* diſſipate my Troubles, and not a Day of my 
Life ſhall paſs without adoring thy incompree 
© henſible Goodneſs, and teſtifying my Reſent- 
ments with moſt humble Thanks. I do not rely 
on my Reſolutions, nor my own Strength. I ex- 
« peR all from thy Grace, O my God, ard free 
« Mercy: I humbly ſupplicate Thee with all Fer- 
, Your and Humility, to baniſh all Objects beſides" J * 
thy ſelf abſolutely out of my Mind, and not ſuf- 
fer me to think, on any thing but to fear thee, 
to ſubmit my Will to Thine, to believe thy 
Truth, and love thy Goodneſs. O my God, that 
, 1 may promiſe my ſelt Thou wilt receive my 
, Homages, Adorations, and Acknowledgments 
with Delight, and wilt hear my Prayers; pu- 
rifie my Mouth, Hands and Heart, by the ſalu- 
© tary Vertue of thy precious Blood, and pow- 
© erful Efficacy of thy Spirit. I know no Filth{- 
© neſſes, but what the Merit of the one, and Influ- 
* ences of the other, can take away. Give me that 
© double Aſſiſtance, O adorable Saviour; blot out 
my Sins paſt by the Merit of thy Sufferings, and 
© reform my preſent Defe&s by the Graces of thy 
© Spirit. Let the ſacred Fire of that Spirit inflame 
* my Heart, to make a pleaſing Sacrifice of it to 
Fhee, in this my Diſtreſs: May I find thy holy 
Word, the Iaſt ruction of my Mind, the Novriſh- 
ment of my Faith, the Support of my Hope, 
© and the ſalutary Remedy of all my Pains. Cure 
me of that profound Diſguſt I hitherto felt too 
© much for that Celeſtial Food. Reclaim me from 
© that natural Inclination to my own Luſts, which 
© carries me to do my own Will, whereas I ought . 
to have none but Thine. Give me Grace to 
© ſubmit my ſelf quietly to thy Yoak, to bear it 
1 with Joy, and never complain of its Weight. 
. r ß 


* | 2 


All his Prayers and Meditations were mixt with 
admirable Sentiments ef his Truſt ia God. 'I-ex- 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 29 h 
pect all, ſays he, from the Grace of God; I hope 


all from my Saviour, who will ſubje& my Fleſh 
to his Obedience, and heal the Diſeaſes of my 


Soul. My Comfort is, this great Phyſician has un- 
dertaken my Care; this is my Faith, and my 
Hope; He will never forſake me; He ſought for 
me, when 1 did not feek him. He has engag'd me 
in the Defence of his Truth, in ſpite of my Reſiſt- 
ance, and Fear: Will He forſake me then, when 1 
ſeek him, and have a ſincere Deſire to ſerve him, 
and when I'm afraid of nothing more than that 1 
ſhould fear ſomething elſe more than him ? No; be- 
cauſe that ſeeking after him, that deſire and filial 
Fear, are Earneſts of his Love, and Aſſurances of his 
Protection, it ſhall always be an infallible Refuge 
for me; no, becauſe. his Mercy endureth for ever, 
and thoſe He lov'd in the Beginning, He loves to 
the End. What has He not done, and what does 
He not do for me; and where can I find one like 
him in Heaven, or Earth? He makes me hear his 
Voice, He takes me by the Hand when J ſtagger, 
and raiſes me when I'm fallen; He ſupports me 
in my Weakneſſes, bears me up in Languiſhments, 
and defeats all the Strength of thoſe wild Beaſts that 
would deyour me. His deſign is to lead me to Hea- 
ven. May it pleaſe the Lord my God, who is my Sa- 
viour, not to forſake me, that I may never forſake 
him. But as it is not ſufficient to be in Jeſus Chriſt 
not to be condemn'd; we muſt alſo live no longer 
after the Fleſn; and ſince that miſerable Fleſh is 
not yet crucified with all its Luſts ; I can't have a 
more dangerous Enemy. Iconjure you, dear Pa- 
ſtor, by Him whoſe faithful Miniſter you are, not 
to think ſo much on the Evils Men do me, as on 
thoſe the Prince of Darkneſs and unclean Spirits 
can do unto me, and on that dreadful Devaſtation 
Sin has made in my Soul. | 

God is always in my Heart, tho' not always equal- 
ly felt there. I'll ac with confidence with his Aſ- 
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20 The Sufferings and Death 

® runs apace. God is ſtronger than all, no Body can 
take me out of his Hand; I depend on his Good- 
neſs, of which He has given me ſo many Proofs. 
The tender Care his adorable Providence has taken 
of me, ſtrengthens me in the midſt of my Fears : 
He declar'd himſelf my Protector from the Time the 
Judges ſeated themſelves on their Tribunal to judge 
me. They preſt me on my Tryal, and told me 1 
had yet that Moment to avoid a Condemnation to 
the Gallies. I anſwer'd the Court, that I could not 
betray the Dictates of my Conſcience : I was Con- 
demn'd by Men, but juſtifi'd before God. All this 
ſerv'd only to procure the Edification of his Church, 
and my own Salvation. I find the Life of my Soul, 
its Repoſe, its true Happineſs, conſiſts in following 
the Will of God, in depending ſolely on his Wiſe 
Counſels, and keeping my ſelf entirely devoted to 
his Service. It is the Fruit I receive of my Suffer- 
ings, which makes me ſay, a Believer is never hap- 
pier than when he places his Confidence in God. 
In ſuch a State and Reſolution, his Miſeries are ſo 
many Seals of his Election, and eminent Signs of the 
Protection of his God: Were it not ſo, I ſhould not 
be chaſtis'd. 

The true Strength of a Believer conſiſts in know- 
ing his Weakneſs, in the Senſe as St. Paul ſaid: 
When I am Weak, then am I ſtrong ;, becauſe when a 
Perſon acknowledges his weakneſs aright, He has 
his recourſe to Grace, and the Power of God for 
his Aſſiſtance, and that's our Strength. 

He thought St. Paul's Thorn was only a bad De- 
fire, or Thought, which pleas'd his Inclinations, and 
troubled him; and as the Devil is the Author of 
thoſe Impreſſions and Suggeſtions, St. Paul calls it 
therefore an Angel of Satan, from whom God would 
not deliver his Servant, to prevent his being ex- 
alted beyond meaſure, from the excellency of his: 
Revelations ;alſo to inſpire him with a deep Humi- 
lity, and more lively Sentiments of his own, Empti- 
neſs. This he applied to the Condition of the Con- 
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feſſors, particularly to his own: Saying, that as 
the Honour he had in Suffering for Chriſt was 
great, ſo God many times permitted, in the midſt 
of thoſe glorions Sufferings, fleſhly Deſires and 
Luſts to ariſe in their Minds by the Inſtigation of 
Satan; who not being able to overthrow their 
Faith, and Triumph over their Patience, by the Suf-. 
ferings they were expos'd to, endeavours to cor- 
rupt them by carnal and worldly Paſſions, that 
were as their,Thorn, by which God permitted an An- 
gel of Satan to buffet them. | 

When his Paſtor congratulated his Patience, Per- 
ſeverance, and Vertues, which ſhined through the. 
Obſcurity of his Dungeon. My dear Paſtor, reply'd. 
he, praiſes me, and I ſuffer it, but it is becauſe l'm 
perſuaded he praiſes the Gift of God in me, and to 
encourage me, like St. Paul, when he praiſed the 
Phillipi ans, that the Praiſes he gives me, ſhould en- 
creaſe my love to Jeſus, my Lord and my God. . 

At the end of Two Years, he again obtained li- 
berty of Correſpondence, which rejoic'd him and 
his Friends, who continued their intercourſe by Let- 
ters as formerly: This was look'd on as a ſingular 
Favour from God: He adds, Nothing's more true 


than what you ſay: The more a Man's accuſtom'd. 


to Evils, the greater the leaſt Favours he receives. 
are taken. Common Afflictions have paſt with us 
a long Time for Favours; but that Liberty; God, 
procures, and continues to us, as little as It is, is 
yet a moſt real Grace, and ſignal Favour, becauſe 
I ſtood much in need of it. | 5 
Enlarge thy ſelf, my Soul, ſaid he, Enlarge 
2 in Benedictions to thank the Lord thy 
od. | 
Ile makes moſt bitter Complaints in his Letters, 
of the mournful State of his Brethren in the King- 
dom, with ardent Prayers to God for their Delive- 
rance and Perſeverance.. As to thoſe who in the 
Heat of Perſecution had abjured their Religion, he 
laid ; I'm perſuaded, if they well conſidered that 
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=. The Sufferings and Death | 
eternal Truth, That Bleſſed are thoſe who ſuffer for 
Righteonſneſs ſake: And that other Truth in St. 
Folm XII. 48. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my Words, hath one that judgeth him : the Word that 
1 have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him in the laſt 
Day. I fay, I'm perſwaded if their Hearts were 
fill'd with thoſe Truths, they would riſe from their 
Fall, and neither fear Life, Death, Gallies, nor 
Dungeons. Oh let them not deceive themſelves, 
ſpeaking of thoſe who did part of what was requi- 
red of them: To deſpiſe the Croſs, is to deſpiſe 
Him that was Crucified ; there's no Medium when 
Chriſt by his Providence puts vs under the neceſſi- 
ty of ſuffering for Him; to fail of ir, to excuſe 
one's ſelf, and compound with Fleſh and Blood, is 
roperly to deny Jeſus Chrift. He exhorts his 
elations and Friends, to forſake all things, and 
blames them for addifting themſelves to the World; 
and confutes the Reaſons they ſuggeſted for tarry- 
ins in the Kingdom. 
Several conſiderable Perſons teſtified their De- 
ſire of procuring him and his Companions ſome Al- 
leviation in their Sufferings: Among the reſt, The 
Smiſs Cantons ſignaliz d their Zeal on that Account: 
Particularly the Illuſtrious M. Eſcher, Burgomaſter 
of Zurich, and his Family, ardently ſollicited the 
Miniſters of France in their Favour, and largely 
diſtributed their Charities for their Relief: But, 
fays our Martyr, inſtead of having regard to theſe 
ſollicitations, they took occaſion to redouble 
our Chains. The Storm is particularly fallen on 
Monſieur De Þ Auſoniere, who had the greateſt Li- 


berty; but is no ſhut up in a Dungeon, depriv'd - 
of all Intercourſe, where he continues to glorifie, 


God, and edife his Brethren, by his Faith, Patience, 
and Perſeverance. | 
The following Letter was writ by Monſieur 


Eſcher to the Conteſſors, on that Subject. 
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F Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 33 
Gentlemen, and moſt dear Brethren, 3 

c HO" I have the Honour to be inveſted with 

C the chief Poſt in the Helvetick Body, yet I 

© acknowledge my ſelf a Sinner, who ought not to 

« ſeek Comfort in worldly Vanities, but in Humi- 

© lity of Mind. I read your Letters very carefully, 


+ which afford me much Edification. I obſerv'd in 


© them that God raiſes you up as extraordinary 
* Inſtruments of advancing his Glory. 

* | obſerv'd in you a Zeal for the Houſe of God, 
© an exemplary Piety, aa exa@ Imitation of thoſe 


_ © glorious Martyrs aud Confeſſors of the Primitive 


© Church, unparallel'd Conſtancy, inexpreſſible Pa- 
© tience ; Souls raviſh'd with ſpiritual Joys, Eyes 
© enlightened with the bright Beams of Divinity; 
© that thoſe Virtues make you triumph over your 
© Enemies, deſpiſe all Evils, and bear the Reproach 
© of the World with Patience, on Proſpe& alone of 
© glorifying God. Perſevere, Sirs, ia that. holy 
© Reſolution, fince God does ſuch great things for 


you, and hath called you to ſuffer for his holy 


* 


Name in thoſe wretched Places, the Receptacles 
of all Villains, who doubtleſs, by their Wicked- 
* neſſes add Torment to your righteous Souls: But 
© be of good Heart, my dear Brethren, ſince you 
© know God has fo diſpoſed things, that all ſhall 
© work together for Good to his Children; that as 
© all things have their End, ſo the good God has 
© ordet'd an Ead to your Labours, wherein he will 
* reward you with the Wages of the Righreavs. 
Gentlemen, I recommend my ſelf, and Family to 
your Prayers; and ſhall always remember your 
* Sufferings in mine. | 0 
have ſent 40 Piſtoles to Monſieur M .—— at 
© Bern, to diſtribute amongſt you as he has Oppot- 
* tunity, be pleas'd to accept of that ſmall Sum 
© which comes from me, and three of my Sons, and 


© be aſſured it comes from Hearts, that wiſhthe Con- 
-* tinuauce of divine Comforts, and a ſpeedy Delive- 
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34 The Sufferings and Death 
© yice, and particularly this is my Wiſh, who am 
$ ſincerely, Gentlemen, 77 * 
Tour moſt Humble and moſt Obedient Servant, 
e | Henry Eſcher. 


The- Requeſts of other Princes, and great Per- 
ſons, had almoſt the ſame Effect, as thoſe of the 
Evangelical Cantoas. The Charity of Princes and 
States towards them, was imputed to them as a 
Crime ; ſaying, they held private Correſpondence 
with Foreign Countries; for which Reaſon their 
Toriments were increaſed. It was notified, the King 
thought it ſtrange Foreign Princes ſhould con- 
cert themſelves with the Affairs of his Subjects. 

The Court of France was ſo little diſpos'd to 
grant auy thing favourable, that after the Peace, 
the King of England, and the States-General, and 
their Ambaſſadors, had no ſmall Difficulty to ob- 
tain the Deliverance of thoſe who ought to have 
been releas d by che Treaty of Peace at Reſwick, as 
having been 4genPOriſoners in the Service of that 
King, and the States; only for being French Pro- 
teſtants, and as ſuch, tho? unjuſtly, were condemn'd 
to the Gallies, where they ſuffer'd all Cruelties ima- 
ginable; The Miniſters of State of that Crown de- 
clar'd, none ſhonld be demanded, but what were 
comprehended in the Treaty of Peace: and were 
obliged to undergo. many Kepulſes, before they 
obtain*d their Ends, After that time, the Conditi- 

on of thoſe Confeſſors grew worſe, and their Per- 
ſecutors contriv'd new Methods whereby the Pains 
of thoſe in the Gallies and Priſons might be in- 
* hanc'd. * . 1 
. Monſienr de Aarbles was one with whom our 
Martyr kept up the greateſt Familiatity imagina- 
ble, which he maingain'd till, tbe Death of that. 
happy: Martyr. When they parted- M. Maroles, M. 

le Fevre embrac d and took his leave of bim, ſaying, 
-< 'We ſhall not leave each other long; we haye not 
5 fortaken each othenzuwe arg more united than 
FOR | OOTY "I RO —_—  : ' 
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ever, and ſhall ſee each other again in Heaven, in 


the great Day of the Lord. Monſieur de Marolles 
died ſoon after. E Ng 
The Sieur Peter Mauru, who triumph'd ſo glori- 
ouſly in his Life and Peath, over all the Rage of 
Men and Devils, was one of his intimate Friends. 
That happy Martyr was not of Bar, but of Loyſ 
in Brie; and going out of the Kingdom, was ftopt 
in Burgundy. He was join'd to our Martyr in the 
Priſons of Bezanſon, and condemn'd to the Gallies 
for ever. It was there that. their Friendſhip be- 
gan; they exhorted each other to confeſſion of 
Chriſt, and to Perſeverance in ſpite of all Evils. 


He run his Race with the ſame Courage and Zeal 


© he begun. Before he came to the Gallies, he was 
* coupled with Philip le Boucher, one of the moſt ho- 
* Iy Confeſſors. Becauſe that poor Man could not 
carry his Chain, Mauru rais'd the Coller with his 
Hands above his Head; and he who was ſtrong- 
© er bore it on his Head and Shoulders; and with 
* 4 forked ſtick, ſupported it in ſuch manner, that 


| © his Companion was as it were diſcharg'd of the 


* Burthen, he carrying all the Weight even in the 
heat of the Dog Days. | | | 

© When he came to the Gallies, the Slaves of both 
* Religions were Witneſſes of his Patience under 
* the cruelleſt Sufferings the moſt infamous Male- 
factors were ever expos d to. 

* 'Tis ſcare credible to think, how a Man could 
© ſulfer what he did, and live. His Body was co- 
© vered over with Ulcers. He was 7 or 8 times 
* lick to Death. But his long ſickneſſes did not hin- 
* der him from all Sammer Expeditions; and is 
now in the Expedition covered with Blood and 
Sweat. He is à Prodigy in Piety, Humility, and 
* Conſtancy ; I proteſt ia the ſincerity of my Heart, 
I don't think there's a greater Saint on Earth. He 
was diſtinguiſhed from all the Confeſſors on Board 
the Gallies, by the moſt cruel Treatments, from 
the time he went on Board till his Death, almoſt 
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36 | The Sufferings and Death 
without interruption, except at the point of Death 3 
when they offer'd to recover his ſtrength, to renew 
his Tarments. He was about 30 Years old when 
Taken and Condemn'd. 


A Letter from P. Mauru to Mr. le Fevre. 


8 preſent to my Mind, that an Hour don't 

pals without thinking on you, and without raiſing 
my Heart to God for you as well as my ſelf, to fi- 
© niſh your Courſe in his Fear and Love, that He 
© might give you and our dear Brethren, Grace to 
© be faithful even to Death, that ſo we may receive 
the Crown of Life. They give me a little more 
© Liberty of late, it may be to ſurpriſe me the 
© more eaſily 3 but bythe Grace of God, all their 
„ ſurpriſes have been in vain. My Couſin, a Man 
© full of the Love of God, and zeal for his Glory, 
© exhorted me by Letter to perſevere, declaring 


© that he envied my Happineſs, ſeeing the Favours 


© God did me. The Captain who intercepted it, 
bid me anſwer his Letter, and deſire him to come, 
and he ſhould be put into the like Condition. 

© Youdeſire me to tell you how many Biows I re- 
© ceived with Cudgels and Hoopſlicks, *tis impoſ- 
r ſible: Sometimes above 40, eight or ten Days ſuc- 
ceſſively. But the Joy 1 feel in Suffering for je- 
* ſos, alleviates all the Pain; the Conſolations of 
« Chriſt abound in us by the Holy Ghoſt who com- 
« forts us; that ſacred Balm heals all our Sores, 
© and gives perfect Health to them, and makes us 
© deſpiſe all other Things. In a Word, as long as 
© we belong to God, nothing can take us out 
© of his Hand: What you mention in your Letter 
© of the good wrought in me, proceeds merely from 
© the Grace of God: But, my moſt dear Brother, 
© if you'd ſeen the whole Courſe of my Life, and ob- 
* ſery'd the unfruitful- Works of Darkneſs in it, 
* *rwould* have hindred you from extolling me; 
g Tr ce i 60-6 halls 
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of | Monſieur Tfaac le Fevre. 37 
+ thoſe frightful Mountains of Iniquity fill me 
© with confuſion. 5 
Feeling my Heart pierc'd with grief for Sin, 
and ſeeing daily new Subjects of Cruelty, I caſt 
my ſelf trembling before God, and ask pardon 
with Tears, proteſting, by the Aſſiſtance of his 
Grace, to conſecrate the Remainder of my Life 
to his Service, to gloriſie him, and ſuffer for his 
Truth, rather than fall into thoſe extremities 
the World, Fleſh, and Evil Spirit, had brought 
ſo many into by Seduction, Fear, Vanity, and In- 
fhrmity. This Father of Mercy heard my Prgy- 
er, and made my Soul feel the Conſolations of 
bis Spirit. He not only comforted my Soul, but 
aſſiſted me ja my greateſt Weakneſſes, and aſ- 
ſures me ſtill, He'll ſupport me tothe laſt Breath 
of my Life. ' I'm Weakneſs it ſelf, and meer Va- 
nity, but God ſhew'd his Power in my great 
Weakneſs, You knew from the firſt time we 
were in the Dungeons, what diſtruſt I had of my 
ſelf, and the Fear I had of Fainting in my Strug- 
gling with the Fleſh: 1 fear'd if I return- 
ed to the World, I ſhould be carried away 
with it. But at laſt I felt the Spirit of Chriſt, 
who, by his Grace, made himſelf Maſter of my 
Deſires and Affections. When I was put on Board, 
our Captain enquir'd into the Reaſons of my be- 
ing ſent to the Gallies. As ſoon as he knew, he 
ſeat for the Almener to ſearch me, and to take 
from me what Books and papers I had. He often 
ſent for Prieſts to endeavour to make me alter 
my Religion; and forbid any other to ſpeak with 
me. He took occaſion from a Letter of my Re- 
lations, to make me change my Seat: And at laſt 
fix'd me to the Form near the Pump; where a Spy 
* was ſet to inſult me. Nevertheleſ; as he rather 
* tir'd himſelf than me with his affronts, he left 
me. They again ſhifted my Seat, to have others 
* abuſe me; but I ſoon became their Friend: Hav- 
* ing at lait perform'd that Miſſion, and ſeeing - 
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38 The Sufferings and Death . 
© they could not have their Deſign on me, they 
© ſought other means. 9 | 
A Sub-Officer, who was ingenious in Malice, 
© defired he might manage me, ſuppoſing he could 
do more than all the Miſſionaries. They gave 
© him full Power, but not to put me to Death. E- 
© very Day he ſought new Torments : Sometimes 
c he would make me ſupply all the Forms of the 
© Galley with Water; ſometimes he ſaid they had 
given mea Letter, tho' he knew the contrary ; 
cor that ſome body had ſpoke to me; to find 
© thereby an occaſion to beat me; he took what 
<*Money and Things I had from me. He made 
me go with a great Chain about me to tap Wa- 
ter Barrels, and when one fell down and broke, 
© he cauſed one to beat me ſo, that thoſe who 
« ſaw it threatned to bring him before the Major, 
© to have him put to the Chain. Afterwards he 
made me cleanſe all the Quarters of the Galley a- 
© lone, ſometimes he ſhew'd the Quarter-Maſter 
« ſome ſtains, to make me be beaten, and endea- 
< vour'd to make the Galley-Slaves abuſe me, to 
© tire my Patience, After which, ſeeing the Con- 
* ſtancy God gave me, all the Galley-Slaves that 
© were on the Seat with me were taken away, and 
the moſt wicked Turks and Moors plac'd about 
+ me to abuſe me. But, on the contrary, as barba- 
* rons as they are, they were more civil than the 
other. Another while, they made me ſcour Iron 
© Balliſters; and finding places on them where it 
could not be done, they took occaſion to beat me. 
© Sometimes. they took away my Bread, and made 
+ me faſt till 1 or 2 a Clock, and cut it into ſmall 
© pieces, that I might not ſell it. Sometimes 
they coupled me to carry Cordage with ſome 
© that promis'd to kill me. But God ſupplied me 
with Strength to ſupport all with Vigour, Pati- 
© ence, and Joy. Thoſe that threatned to kill me 
* with working, deſir'd me before Day was ended 
* togo more ſoftly, whereas in the Morning — 
an . | aſt- 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 39 
© boaſted to make me fink under my Labour. In 
© ſhort, Sir, when we were making a Tent, hav- 
© ing broke two Needles, the Boatſwain beat me 
very ſeverely ; the Captain came on Deck, and 
© asked what it was for; I deſired the Favour of 
«© ſpeaking to him in private. He heard me, and 
© put a ſtop to the Rigor, and ſeem'd aſtoniſhr, 
© tho* he was well inform'd of all. He order'd 1 
© ſhould be no more treated ſo, and that ſome Mo- 
© ney ſhould be returned. | 
© If my Body ſuffer'd all Day, my Heart rejoiced 
in my Saviour Day and Night. Then my Soul fed 
chiefly on the hidden Manna, and God made me 
poſleſs a Joy the World knows little of; and with 
the holy Apoſtles I rejoiced to have been worthy 
to ſuffer for the Sake of my Saviour, who made 
my Heart feel ſuch Conſolations as tranſported 
me with Tears of Joy beſides my ſelf. The Reſt 
they gave my Body did not continue long ; for 
Oars were ſoon brought on Board to exerciſe new 


PT 
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© Comers ; and I was beat at pleaſure, they telling 


© me, I might avoid thoſe Torments. But my Sa- - 
© yiour repreſented to my Soul the Torments He 
© ſuffer'd. to redeem it, and that I muſt Suffer with 
© him. At laſt, we put to Sea; where the Rigour 
© of the Wark and Blows brought me divers times 
© to Death's Door. As ſoon as the Almoner per- 


© ceiv'd me very faint, he tempted me: But my Soul 
© rowed towards Heaven, and he was never pleas'd 
© with my Anſwers, At the End of that painful 


© Voyage, I fell into a great Sickneſs, which con- 


© tinued a Month, I had been Sick 11 Days when 
© they carried, me to the Hoſpital. For 3 Weeks 


they expected my Death. I ſaid daily, this is the 
© Day of my Deliverance, I ſhall ſuffer no more Pain, 
© Pm egtring'my everlaſting Reſt. As weak as my 
© Heart was, it made its efforts towards Heaven : 
© But God, who did. not think fit to withdraw me 
yet, rais'd me out of that Sickneſs. When 1 be- 


© gan to recover my Health, our dear Friend Philip 
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© le Boucher, came Sick to the Hoſpital. He was 
very Sick, and 1 had no Strength to $0 3 Tiling up 
© to draw near each other, we had fell down if 
© not aſſiſted. We were full of Joy to ſee each o- 
© ther. I left him ſick there. The Day they carried 
© me on Board, the Fever ſeiz'd me again, I was 
© ſick on Board the Galley from Chriſtmas till Eaſter. 
They uſed me as bad as they could - thinking to 
© make me die, but God preſerv'd my Life, to ren- 
© der the Miſſionaries Lyars, who ſaid, I could not 
© live a Year after their Malediction: Some; to make 
© themſelves ſport, made me be beaten continually ; 
© chiefly our Captain's Steward, who call'd it, Paint- 
© ing Calvin's Back with Cudgels ; and then ask'd 
© ſcoſfingly, Whether Calvin gave Strength to Work 
© aſter 5 many Blews. When he minded to begin a- 
gain, he askt if they would not give Calvin his Com- 
© mons.; his delight was to ſee me caſt down with 
© Blows and Fatigues. When [ lifted my Eyes to 
© Heaven, he ſaid, God does not hear the Calviniſts, 
* they muſt ſuffer their due till they either die or Change. 
© In ſhort, dear Brother, while at Sea, no Day paſt 
* wherein | was not ready to die : Thoſe with me, 
as miſerable as they were, endeavour'd to aſſiſt 
© me, and make me take ſome Nouriſhment. But 
© in all thoſe exceſſes of Pain the Fleſh felt, God did 

© not leave me comfortleſs... . . As for what remains, 
© he ſays, *Twill quickly end, and the Joy of being 
* with God will ſoon make me forget all Evils. 
When Iwas at ſome eaſe to meditate on the Words 
of Eternal Life, my Heart was at its Delight ; 
© and when I look'd on my bruiſed Fleſh, I ſaid, theſe 
* afe the Marks St Paul rejoiced to bear in his Bo- 
dy. I thought all my Voyages at an end, but Gd 
© reſtored my Health, to let thoſe who endeavoured 
to deſtroy it know, He reſcues from Death; and 
« diſpoſes me yet to gloriſie him in Sufferings. In 
fine, Sir, I'm ready to ſuffer when God pleaſes, 
_* being aſſured He'll make me more thay Con- 
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< If I have ſuffer'd any Inconveniency, God ſatisfied 

me for it: By the Grace of God, I have been con- 

© rented with Bread, when 1 had nothing elſe. 

© There have always been ſome ways found to aſſiſt 

© me. Above all, Jeſus Chriſt made me feel the 

< effe& of his precious Promiſes. 1 am oblig'd to 

.< conclude. A Companion here embraces you with 
© fincere Affection, we recommend our ſelves to 

© your holy Prayers, and pray to God with all our 

< Soul for you, as for our ſelves. 

| P. Mauru. 

Theſe two Martyrs held Correſpondence together, 

tho' with much trouble, till the Death of the bleſſed P. 
Mauru. After above Ten Years Sufferings, and 
extreme Miſeries, his Health being impair'd, and 
his Body overburthen'd with? Diſeaſes, he fell into 
great Weakneſs, with a Defluxion and continual 
Cough, which hardly ſuffer'd him to breath; .in that 


Hope, and Charity, which made his Perſecutors 
0 burſt with Eavy, particularly the Miſſionaries, to 
ſee themſelves confounded by the Courage and Pa- 
tience of that Martyr. If the ſad Diſpoſitions of 
his dejected Body ought to afflit us, thoſe of his 


* 


the Will of God, his Humility, his Patience in the 
midſt of Evils, are ſo great, that it is rare to find 
ſuch Examples of piety. He was in that languiſh- 
ing Condition, from the end of the Year 1695, to 
April gõ. always narrowly obſerved by Villains, above 
all, extremely tormented by a Miſſionary, who was let 
looſe to ſeduce him if poſſible. Soon after he died. 
. | + © Monſieur Y/— caus'd a Coffin to be made, and 
laid him in it; the roguiſh Catalan being at the 
© Door, went to Guerard, and bid him go tell M. 
© Mirour,(it was the Almoner who was in the Chanj- 
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conditioa he /gave many Teſtimonies of Faith, 


Soul onght to fill us with Joy; his Reſignation . to 


© ber) that thoſe People ought to be thrown on a 
* Lay-ſtall, and not put in a Coffin. The Almo- 


nail'd, and took the Body out, to be carried away 
8 | An. 


42 . The Sufferings and Death 


An Extract of a Letter of Monſieur D. S. to M. 
le Fevre, on the ſame Saß fect. 


c WI are more particularly inform'd by a Bro- 
C ther who was with him, that his End was 
© anſwerable to his Life: He preſerv'd his Senſes 
« ſound to the laſt; his Faith and Conſtancy were 
© brighter than ever. As his Body grew weak, 
© his Soul rais'd it ſelf with more Vigor to Heaven. 
© The Seducers who ſtood round his Bed, like ſo 
many ravening Wolves to devour his Soul, were 
© lively repulſt, and found, that tho' his Body grew 
© Weak, his Soul acquired new Strength. 
He endur'd all the Fury Men could invent, to 
© ſhake his Conſtancy ; but their Efforts were in 
« vain, and produc'd a contrary Effect, weaning 
© him from Earth, and making his Vertue ſhine more 
bright. As his Mild neſs and Charity diſtinguiſh'd 
© him from the reſt of the Faithful in his Life, ſo 
© they did after his Death by an unworthy Treatment: 
That poorCorps we put ina Coffin: Two miſerable 
Galley-Slaves, Catalan and Guerard, both formerly 
© Prieſts, brought hither for a Rape and Murther, 
© advertis'd AMirour, the Father of the Miſſion: they 
© took him out of the Coffin, and caſt him on the 
© Ground, to be carried to the Lay-ſtall. They 
are commonly thoſe debonair Eccleſiaſticks, who, 
© on all occaſions, are inſtrumental in redoubling 
© the Pains of poor Confeſſors. | 
Among many Acts of Cruelty, F'Il juſt mention 
that to a Prieft, who had been pur on Board the 


chained by the Legs and Hands, whom they forced 
to alter his Opinion, by threatning to Burn him, 
becauſe he had been a Prieſt, and had been converted: 
As alſo of a Shepherd, who was transferr'd from 
the Gallies, to a Dungeon in Fort St. Nicholas, and 
from thence to a Dungeon of the Caſtle of J. F. 
hey go down into it by Ladders; there's no Lo 
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Gallies, and after in a Dungeon of Fort St. Nicholas, 
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give. Yours, &c. 


of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 
but that ofa Lamp the Goaler makes them pay for ; 
and is fo frightful, that a Monk, who went to ſee the 


Priſoners, could not forbear ſaying, the Place ſtruck 
him with Horror; that he had not Courage enough 


to return thither again; that the ſad Condition of 


thoſe there, forc'd Tears from his Eyes; and 
that Worms bred in the Head of one of them before 


he was Dead. It is out of this Priſon that poor ſim- 


ple, but Illuſtriogs Shepherd, found Means to write 
Notes to his dear Fellow-Sufferers in the Gallies; 
One? to Monſieur Fortunat Confeſſor, is as follows. 

Sir, ſays he, If I have not the Honour to know 
you by fight, finding by ſad Experience, with 
* what Exactneſs, Sincerity and Zeal, you act to- 
* wards every Body, I hope you'll permit my Af- 


_ © feQions this Day to come from the bottom of this 


© dark Dungeon, to greet you one day in your 
* Chains with all the Reſpe& I'm capable of, and 
thank you for the Good you do me: But above 
© all, Sir, for the Prayers you offer up in my behalf. 
© Ideſire you, dear Sufferer of the living God, to 
* ſupplicate that great God to have pity on ſuch a 
© Poor, weak, languiſhing Creature asI am ; togive 
* me meekneſs of Spirit ; to humble my ſelf be- 
* fore my Neighbours; to penetrate my Heart by 
his immenſe Charity, that I may love Him only 
* all the Days of my Life; Laſtly, deſire I may be 
made conformable tothe Doctrines of his dear Son, 
v ho came into the World to teach us by his Word, 
* and guide us by his Example; that I may nei- 


neither ſpeak nor do any thing, but what's for his 


Glory, the Edification of my Neighbours, and Ad- 
* vancement of my own Salvation. If you grant me 


. *this favour, I'll acknowledge it all the Days of my 


Life. I ſend you a Letter dire&ed, to Monſieur 
* Du Baſſonere, &c. Praying the Lord to deliver 
you from the;Inhumanity of our Oppreſſors, that 
you may ſing the ſweet Songs of Sion in his holy 


* Houſe. Iam, Sir, with all reſpe& I'm capable to 
G 2 ... "Ta; 
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42 The Sufferings and Death 


An Extract of a Letter of Monſiear D. S. to M. 
le Fevre, on the ſame Sufjett. 


: WV are more particularly inform'd by a Bro- 
8 ther who was with him, that his End was 
© anſwerable to his Life: He preſerv'd his Senſes 
« ſound to the laſt; his Faith and Conſtancy were 
brighter than ever. As his Body grew weak, 
© his Soul rais'd it ſelf with more Vigor to Heaven. 
© The Seducers who ſtood round his Bed, like ſo 
© many ravening Wolves to devour his Soul, were 
© lively repulſt, and found, that tho' his Body grew 
© Weak, his Soul acquired new Strength. 

He endur'd all the Fury Men could invent, to 
© ſhake his Conſtancy; but their Efforts were in 
vain, and produc'd a contrary Effect, weaning 
* him from Earth, and making his Vertue ſhine more 
bright. As his Mildneſs and Charity diſtinguiſh'd 
© him from the reſt of the Faithful in his Life, ſo 
© they did after his Death by an unworthy Treatment: 
That poorCorps we put ina Coffin: Two miſerable 
* Galley-Slaves, Catalan and Guerard, both formerly 
© Prieſts, brought hither for a Rape and Murther, 
© advertis'd Mirour, the Father of the Miſſion : they 
© took him out of the Coffin, and caſt him on the 
© Ground, to be carried to the Lay-ſtall. They 

are commonly thoſe debonair Eccleſiaſticks, who, 
© on all occaſions, are inſtrumental in redoubling 
© the Pains of poor Confeſſors. 
Among many Acts of Cruelty, FIl juſt mention 
that to a Prieſt, who had been put on Board the 


chained by the Legs and Hands, whom they forced 
to alter his Opinion, by threatning to Burn him, 
becauſe he had been a Prieſt, and had been converted: 
As alſo of a Shepherd, who was transferr'd from 

the Gallies, to a Dungeon in Fort St. Nicholas, and 
from thence to a Dungeon of the Caſtle of J. F. 
They go down into it by Ladders; there's no 1 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 
but that ofa Lamp the Goaler makes them pay for 
and is fo frightful, that a Mont, who went to ſee the 


Priſoners, could not forbear ſaying, the Place ſtruck 


him with Horror ; that he had not Courage enough 


to return thither again; that the ſad Condition of 


thoſe there, forc'd Tears from his Eyes; and 
that Worms bred in the Head of one of them before 


be was Dead. It is out of this Priſon that poor ſim- 


ple, but Illuſtriogs Shepherd, found Means to write 
Notes to his dear Fellow-Sufferers in the Gallies 
One: to Monſieur Fortunat Confeſſor, is as follows. 

* Sir, ſays he, If 1 have not the Honour to know 
* you by fight, finding by ſad Experience, with 
* what Exactneſs, Sincerity and Zeal, you act to- 
* wards every Body, I hope you'll permit my Af- 


| © fe&ions this Day to come from the bottom of this 


* dark Dungeon, to greet you one day in your 
Chains with all the Reſpe& I'm capable of, and 
© thank you for the Good you do me: But above 
© all, Sir, for the Prayers you offer up in my behalf. 
* Ideſire you, dear Sufferer of the living God, to 
* ſupplicate that great God to have pity on ſuch a 
© Poor, weak, languiſhing Creature as J am; togive 
* me meekneſs of Spirit; to humble my ſelf be- 
* fore my Neighbours; to penetrate my Heart by 
* his immenſe Charity, that I may love Him only 
* all the Days of my Life; Laſtly, deſire I may be 
made conformable tothe Doctrines of his dear Son, 
v ho came into the World to teach us by his Word, 
* and guide us by his Example; that I may nei- 


Dneither ſpeak nor do any thing, but what's for his 


* Glory, the Edification of my Neighbours, and Ad- 
© vancement of my own Salvation. If you grant me 


. ©this favour, I'll acknowledge it all the Days of my 


Life. I ſend you a Letter directed, to Monſieur 
* Du Baſſonere, &c. Praying the Lord to deliver 
you from the Inhumanity of our Oppreſſors, that 
you may ſing the ſweet Songs of Sion in his holy 


* Houſe. Iam, Sir, with all reſpe& I'm capable to 
_ * give, Yours, &c. | I. * 


1 Thi 


WN N 


43 


95 
3 


44 The Sufferings and Death 
This, ſaid our Martyr, is what a poor Shepherd 
writes, who never learn'd to write, but ſince in 
Bonds; is it nota kind of Miracle, not only li- 
terally, but eminently fulfilling that promiſe of the 
Scriptures? ard they ſhall be all taught of God. He 
writ more of the ſame Style, which made one of 
the Confeſſors ſay : Might it pleaſe God, that all 
Kings were as happy on the Throne, as this poor 
Shepherd is in the Dungeon! See what the Grace 
of God can operate in the Minds of the moſt Igno- 
rat. At firſt he was reduc'd to lye almoſt naked 
on the Ground, on the ſtinking Naſtineſs at the bot- 
tom of a Dungeon, where he receiv'd ſome Money 
to ſuſtain his miſerable Life, and Books; and 
Cloaths to cover his Nak ed neſs. 
ought not to omit certain Facts our Martyr, or 
his Correſpondents, inform'd us of; one whereof is 
as follows. I was afflicted, but yet more rejoiced, 
© ſays the Conteſlor from whom we have this Hiſto- 
ry, for what happened at Marſeilles to a young 
© Maiden, whom God took to himſelf by Sickneſs. 
< Being at the Point of Death, a Prieſt came to take 
© her Confeſſion, becauſe ſhe fell when the Torrent 
© of Perſecution ran high. But ſhe would not hear 
him, ſo made quite another Confeſſion than he ex- 
© pected, when he charg'd her with denying her 
© Heavenly Jeſus. What, ſays he, you don't be- 


© lieve God is in the, Hoſt ; dare you revile ſuch a_ | 


© great Myſtery thus? No, ſaid ſhe, I do not be- 
< lieve any thing of it; my Saviour is ſpiritually e- 
very where, but Heaven is the Place where he 
© dwells, and Jadore him there, and not in that 
* whichis nothing without him ; this is my Faith, 
© wherein I will die. So lifting up her Eyes towards 
© Heaven, ſhe gave up her Soul to her faithful Cre- 
© ator in that bleſſed Diſpoſition. The Prieſt cal- 
+ © led Witneſles to atteſt this; whereupon her 
© Body was carried to the Court, from whence 
bit was drawn by the Executioner on a Dung- 
„Cart through the City, and then caſt on a 
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of Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. 45 


* Dunghill. They cut off the back part of her Head, 
and cut out her Tongue, for having glorified 
© her God. Thus they exerciſed their Inhumani- 
* ty on that poor Corps going to be Buried, 
© while the Angels carry'd her Soul Triumphant- 
Aly to Abraham's Boſom. How honourable do I 
find that Sepulture, continued he, and how glo- 
© rious art thou, O Daughter of Heaven! to bear 
© the Livery of thy Maſter, and of thy Spouſe; 
© and how happy is thy Fate, which may put 
* Temporizers to the Bluſh, and is truly worthy 
© of Emulation! They refus'd her Corps the 
© Earth it required; ſhe was buried under a 
© heap of Stones, the falſe Devotees, arm'd with a 
furious Zeal, diſcharg'd upon ber, 
Who could believe that ſo civiliz'd a Nation 
as ours ſhould ever be capable of ſuch Barbari- 
ties, Cannibals, the Anthropophagoi, would be aſha- 
med to commit ? It can't be ſaid it's only the 
Effect of a brutal Mob, ſince it's done in ſight 
of the Clergy ; with the Knowledge of the Judg- 
< es of the Places; by virtue of Sentences and 
Decrees which the Subalterns and Sovereigns give 
againſt thoſe Faithful; and doubtleſs the Court is 
not ignorant of it; and conſequently it's equally 
Anthorized by the Politicians and Eccleſiaſticks of 
I the Kingdom. Hereia they approve themſelves 
1 Agents of Antichriſt. Oh that all the Edicts, 
| Declarations, Decrees, Sentences, and Judgments 
given in this unhappy Kingdom againſt poor 
Proteſtants, might be collected into a Body; that 
the Hiſtory of all the Barbarities committed againſt 
them, in conſequence of thoſe Judgments, might 
be publiſh'd! In the mean time, it's for the In- 
tereſt of the Church of God, it ſhould be known, 
and on that Occaſion it may be ſaid, here is the 
Patience and Faith of the Saints. And how long, 
Lord, how long. WL * 
Thoſe poor Confeſſors gonceiv'd hopes, that 
the Peace treating at Refwick, would bring ſome... 
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46 The Sufferings and Death 


quiet to the Church, if not their Deliverance ; 


up Ng. nothing came of it, they could not for- 
ar to expreſs ſome Reſentment, as if there 
had been a neglect in the Proteſtant Princes. But 
having been inform'd about the State of Things, 
and of the invincible Obſtacles found againſt the 
good Intentions, Zeal, and Charity of the Pro- 
teſtant Princes and States, they humbly ſhewed 
their Submiſſion to the Will of God; and reſolv- 
ed to perſevere with an admirable Confidence. 
And they gave great Examples of it; for ſince 
that time their Evils have been increas'd; they 
have never ceaſt, during the War, but new For- 
ces and Meaſures were concerted , that, if poſſi- 
ble, they might the ſooner Ruine the "Proteſtant 
Religion ; that Deſign, if we believe the Panege- 
riſts, makes one of the moſt Remarkable Cha- 
raters of the French King's Zeal and Grandeur. 

© One of thoſe Confeſſors ſays in a Letter of 
© the 29th of June 1699. Duclos and Richard, have 


< ſouffer'd the bloody Flagellation, with admirable" 


< Patience and Conſtancy. Before they gave the 
© Baſtonade to the firſt, a wicked Sub-Officer o- 
© yer the Slaves, ſtunn'd him with kicks on the 
© Head, to make him ſtand up at Maſs ; and the 
Lieutenant caus'd the Baſtonade to be given him, 
© got him afterwards Manacled, and Caned the 
© Turks to make them ſtrike harder. That which 
is ſtrange, is, while they treat us, ſo cruelly, 
© they have the Impudence to tell us the Church 
© does. not love ſhedding of Blood, and that Peo- 
© ple ought to be drawn by Mildneſs. 


The Treatment they receiv'd, was come to a. 


oint of Cruelty, of which there is no Example 
or Practice on board the Gallies: Inſomuch that 
they were obliged to preſent a Petition to the 
Intendant. And ſince that Requeſt made ſo much 
noiſe at Marſeilles, and the Court where it was 
ſent, it is fit the Pablick ſhould ſee what Effects it 


produc, and judge of it. It is this. 
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To my Lord the Intendant, Cc. 


My Lord, 
HE Proteſtants on board his Majeſty's Gallies 
a ſupplicate your Lordſhip, to permit them to 
- | .intorm you, with a moſt profound Reſpect, that 
1 the weakeſt among them row in Poſhs, where the 
. moſt vigorous can hardly hold it, under a Shower 
. of Blows; they give them Baſtinado's, and double 
e Baſtinado's on the naked Body, on the Benches, or 
y on the great Gun. Being ſick in the Hoſpital, they 
* took them from among the Turks, and placed them 
* among Roman Catholicks, to have a Pretence to 
t load them with Chains, on refuſal to adhere. to 
> their Myſteries, which they expoſe to their Sight 
1 on Purpoſe. Some are tyed with Cords to the 
r. Benches, with their Hand to their Backs; others are 
of dragg'd to the Stern of the Galleys, where they 
re perform their Divine Service, and are ſoundly beat; 
le others are kept in the Rouſole, the Sink of the Gal - 
he ley, where *cis E to lye down, or ſtand; 
o- and are depriv'd of the leaſt Advantage the greateſt 
he Villains on board enjoy. 
he It would tire your Patience, my Lord, to enu- 
m, | merate the Particulars of the Hardſhips they ſuffer, 
he | Whatever bad pencil they make uſe of to deſcribe 
ch | them, they can't repreſent them otherwiſe than that 
ly, | their inviolable Maxim always is, to fear God, honour 
ch | the King, and be faithful Subjects of the Commn- 
20- | Pity, as St. Peter exhorts. The Court is much pre- 
poſfeſt againſt us, and condemn the Complaints put 
a. forth in the Bitterneſs of the Hardſhip that is felt. 
je They don't uſe the Txrks and Barbarians ſo, that are 
at Slaves with us; for they are heard, and have Ju- 
the ſtice done them. 3 
uch M. Le Fevre felt thoſe Cruelties in his Dungeon, 
was he was not once let out far divers Years to take 
s it | the Air, as is practis'd with other Priſoners. He 
| lays, « The Malignity of the Food they give me 
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48 The Sufferings and Neath 
© has ſtrange Effects on my Body. I thought th- 
Court took no Notice of ſuch ſmall Matters; but 
© Monſieur de Mommor convinc'd me they did. He 
© ſenta Citizen of Marſeilles, who was a Phyſician, 
© to inſpe& the Food given me. I was after viſi- 
© ted by another Perſon, who told me he came from 
© Mr. Mommor, who executed the Orders of the 
© Court. After thoſe Proceedings, they redoubled 
* the Doſe, and the Fever forc'd me to keep my Bed. 
As for what remains, it's very likely they intend - 
ed to make him away by ill Treatment, and Cor- 
ruption of Food, as they did Monſieur de Maroles, 
in making him faſt, and almoſt ſtarve in Priſon, 
which haſten'd lis Death; but it pleas'd God to 
preſerve him longer, in ſpite of the Violence of 
his Perſecutors, for the Conſolation of his Compa- 

nions, and Edification of the Church of God, 
The Baſtinado is the moſt cruel Puniſhment they' 
make uſe of in the Gallies. Some of the O fficers 
preſiding at thoſe Executions; exhorted them only 
to take off their Caps by way of Civility, and not 
to give any Scandal; and that they did not deſire 
them to change their Religion : Take of your Cap, 
look towards the Stern, ſaid the Major, to any whom he 
minded to laſh, and afterwards pray to God, Calvin, a 
or whom thou wilt. And as ſome of the weakeſt had p 
Scruples, under Umbrage of that Civility, and an 
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Inclination to comply, to avoid Puniſhment, they tl 
were fcrtified againſt it by their other Brethren. . is 
They yielded wholly to their Exhortations, and I tk 
were confirmed in them, by what a Paſtor writ to 1 
them, whom they had deſired to do it. = KY 
A Abſtrait of a Note from Marſeilles. . ft 
* OFF HEY have unmercifully butcher d our Bre-. 8 
Re. thren on board the Gallies who were not . 


© at Sea, for refuſing to put off their Bonnets du- |} * ct 
© ring the Service, and have been ſo exaſperated . yo 
© againſt thoſe who ſhew'd-an unfhaken Conſtancy, A. 
that they put them in ſuch a Condition as would 

© make Rocks tremble, were they capable of Senſe, 


After 
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che Sores he is cover d with, he is yet preparing 
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atried divers to tlie Hof 


ve that cruel Baſtinado to 
Aol expir d under it, as ap- 


we have beard from him, his almoſt broken Bones 


* make him feel great Pains all over his Body. The Two 
; ws. Corrieres, that underwent the ſame Inhumanities, 
© are transferr'd alſo to the fame Place. Poor Monſieur ELI. 
* Maurin, who was twice put upon the Rack, is oP in the 


g Hoſpital with Bread and Water. Mr. le Houftales, and others, 
© are fill very ſick : Mexander of the Magnanimous Galley, 
# has been tortur'd 4 times with a tarr'd Rope dipt in the Sea, 
* which makes it as hard as Iron 33 | 

* Before all things; Monſieur, my moſt dear Paſtor, (it is 
* Monſieur le Hure who ſpeaks here, and ſends thoſe Extracts) 
invite you to come and ſee what may be call'd a Man more 
than vir predigii, who, like a true and brave Soldier, is never 
more ardent than in the midſt of Danger. The ruder the 
Shock is, the more his Heart is inflam'd; deere 


Combats. 
An Extract of a Letter of Monſieur de Serre the Elder. 


Gentlemen, Ladies, and Brethren, TIO - OF SONY... 

7 | Write to you with Manacles on my Hands, and the | 

* I Marks of my divine Jeſus printed on my Back —C— 

* one who went before me, having 1 after 4 Blows with 1 

the Cudgel, the Major came to me. He told me a parcel of 

* idle Stories, to which I anſwer'd, in few, but ſedare Words, = 

* that he might do his Office. My Reſolution animated him 1 

* againſt me: So he gave me the cruelleſt Blows in the A 

World, and my Soul was almoſt expiring. He wonld have - 

l had me comply, by forbearing to ſtrike me; but ſeeing I per» 
ſiſted in my Reſolution, he was inraged. My Conſtancy 

gave others Courage; but I'm deceiv'd, it was the Celeſtial 

* Grace. What Thanks do I owe my God, for the ineſtima- 

ble Favour he has done me, to ſuffer for his Glory! let all 

Chriſtian 77 praiſe. him with me! To which I invite 

. You dearly beloved of the Lord: above all, pray him to give * 

, me the Gift of Perſeverance, to hold out ro. the End. 

As the Major was treating our Brethren ill, and Ma- 4 

nacles were putting on me, one came fem the Itendene 
and ſhew'd' the Major a Memagg Reel e e,, 
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© and the Major ſaid, O, it is Mr. Serre, I have laſht him ſe- 
verely, but this Evening I will laſh his Back fo that he ſhall 
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© feel it as long as he lives. So, my dear Friends, I'm prepa- 
* rigg for Death; and ſhall be happy if I die in the Faith. It's 
e; 1150 ght 1 ſhall bethis Evening or to Morrow at the Caſtle 
* of 7. F. after I am put to the Torture. I wiſh it was this 
© Hour, for it would ſpare me an unexprsſſible Torment. I 
© have ſerv'd my Brethren in the Forts, and here, with the Ha- 
* zard of my Life; I have exhorted them, and been an Exam« 
ple to them. May it pleafe the Father of Mercy that I de 
© nor degenerate ! implore the Aſſiſtance of God, that I may 
remain victorious. Accompany me with your Prayers in 
my Dungeon. May it 2 God to give you ample Re- 
* wards for all your Liberalities, in this Life, and eternal Hap- 
© pineſs in that which is to come. I am, Gentlemen, and La- 
* dies, Brerhren and Siſters in our Lord Jeſus, 
n Tour moſt Obedi ent ä E 
On Board the Fortune Galley, 
_ .OFober 18. 1700. - 
No, adds M. Le Fevre, nothing but the Spirit of Chriſt can 
* cauſe any one to ſpeak thus; therefore eternal Praiſe and 
Glory be given to him for it. | 
That brave Confeſſor was in thoſe holy »Diſpoſitions, be- 
, fore he enter'd the Combat, as appears by an Extract of Let- 
ters to his Brother in Genoa ; wherein, after having ſpoke of 
divers Confeſſors, cruelly tormented, to wit, Meſheurs Car. 
riere, and Fajan a Proſelyte, whoſe Conſtancy ſuſtain'd ſo ma- 
ny Aſſaults, and diſappointed the Almoner of his Deſign, 
and Four on board the Magnani mon: Galley, who ſuffer'd the 
Baſtonado twice: He ſays he was alſo threaten'd, but was 
ready. If we confeſs Chriſt before Men, he will confeſs us 
before his Father and the Angels, &c. If God makes us tris 
-umph, twill bring as much Honour to the Church of God, 
as Shame to unchaſte Babylon : Our Victory will be her De- 
feat; and by the Means which ſhe uſes ro fil the Cup of her 
Abcminations, her unhappy End, and dark Reign will be ſo 
much the nearer. In another he ſays, he is like a City blockt 
up, expecting every Moment to be — 8 Dy a formidable 
Army that will put all ro Fire and Sword: I fortifie my ſelf 
againſt all Attempts, having my Eyes on God: I conjure 
you'to pray for me, and for all in the ſame Condition, that, 
we may be powerful Wreſtlers with God. | 
This, ſays our Martyr, is a great Example of Strength, 
bur at the ſame time a mournful Subject: they exerciſing 
their Revenge againſt Victims of Humility and Patience, 
who ceaſe nct to pray for the Converſion and Proſperity of 
thoſe that flay and devour us. | 
But in ſpite of all thoſe Torments, this faithful Confeſſor 
is yet living, and continues to glorifie Cod in a Dungeon 
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happy Death, and an infallible Security ef a. Frack Res + 
ation rer, 

* gard of me; what we do, is mixt with Good zöd Evil, 

and I muſt confeſs my beſt Actions fall ort pf thoſe ins” 
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* ſame. Labours as other Confeſſors, not being e 


of Mhuſiear Iſaac le Fevre. 
af the Caſtle of J. F. with divers Brethren who ſuffer there 
* all the Cruelty they are able to treat Priſoners with. His 
* younger Brother ſuffer'd almoſt the ſame Rigours in a Dun- 
* geon of Fort St. N/chs/as, where he was join d with the illu- 
* {trious Mr. de l'. Fuſorniere, who had been fo great a. Surcour 
* and Edifier to all his Brethren cn board the Gallies and in 
* Priſons, to the Hazard of his Life; and for which he was 
* ſhut up in the Dungeon. The Third Brother of Meſſieurs 
Serre continues on Bcard the Gallies, where he endures the 
sd to the 
extraordinary Baſtonades of thoſe on board tlie Gallies in 
Harbour, becauſe then at Sea, and arrived not at Marſeilli- 


o 


Foreign Princes and States of Europe, as well Roman Catho- 


licks as others, ſhewed an Abhorrence of it, and could not fors 


bear to reproach the Embaſſadors, and cther Perſons of that 
Court. This made them aſham'd, ſo they were order d to 
ceaſe, Still hard Uſage preſs d theſe noble Confeflors, who 
declar'd, * The Reproach cf Jeſus Chriſt is better than all the 

Honours and Pleaſures of the World: they chain our Feet, 
but can't chain our Souls, nor hinder them from mounting 


up to God. They make our Bcdies labour and ſweat, but 


our Soul raiſes it ſelf towards Heaven, and unites it ſelf ro 
cd, rejoicing in his Love. They ſhut us up in dark Hales, 
and ſequeſter us from all Society, but can't hinder God from 
* viſiting us, and his holy Angels from keeping us Company. 
In this manner thoſe generous Confeſſors comforted each other, 
giving Glory to God, and edifying his Church. GL 

In the mean time, thoſe in ; 
more ſpar d than thoſe on board the Gallies. Their TY 
increaſt, being moreſtrialy kept than uſually, Monſieur 1 
Fevre was one of thoſe ; for the ill Treatment whereof he com- 
Plain'd till 5-44 IE of his Death, which happen'd in 
Jene 1102,” When God deliver d him from all his Miſeries. 
The laſt Letter from him was Jansary 18. 1701. an Extract 


whereof follows. | r 2 405 8 
He, ſays St. James, calls tho bleſſed who perſeyerd in 


their Sufferings. I'm not ſurpris d, Sir, that you ſpeak the 


the 'Eforts 
of the Devil and World, are admirable Diſpolitions for a. 


* ward. But alas! how trembling is this Foun 


ward Motions that ought to make themgvaluable: her, an 
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till the Storm of Baſtonadoes was over, which laſted above 
The Fury of the Baſtcnado ceaſt in the Year 1707, All 


Priſons and Dungeons were no | 


ſame Language to me, ngither that you add ro it, that 13 
\* Years of Combat and Perſeverance again ali 


* 
« * . 
* 
. 14 
8 BL) 
1 p 
0 % * 


= Þ N : 


2 | 


- 
, & o * ? 
vo Y - 4 4 | 
i } > 2 * , . £4 : b - > 7 
„ ha * 1 * % o * 
»— 8 DE 4 


m * a WW. 4 „ Fe 


for Evil, as much as lies in me, and give no Body eauſt to 


„complain. But tho I endeavour to live well, and attain to 
* the 1 Liberty of the Children of God, I force my ſelf 
much, and advance but little. K 
Here it muſt be obſerv'd, that none ſpoke ever of God 
- Grace towards him, of Faith and Patience in his Conflicts, an 
of the Eflification others receiv'd by it, but he immediately 
oppos d his Defects, Weakneſſes and Imperfections. Do not, 
my dear Paſtor, ſays he, give ſo much Attention to thoſe lity 
tle! Advantages you praiſe in me, but remember above all 
things to pray I may be delivered from thoſe great Sins al- 
_ wiys in me. He teſtified every where great Acknowꝛledg- 
ments to God for the Graces he granted him, living continu- 
ally in a holy ence pf his Mercy, and a ſolid Hope of 
his Salvation. - + : e A 7 1% 8.799 


le ends his laſt Letter, with moſt ſincere Prayers for his 


_ Paſtor and Family; with the Fervour a pious dyin 
Perſon does for his Family and Friends. One Lady only h 
leave to ſee him ſometimes, but very rarely, in the Preſence 
of Witneſſes. - She found him always almoſt in the ſame Re- 
” Folutions as St. Steben was in that Moment when they went to 

None him, full of Fairh and the Holy Ghoft, and all Zeal and 

Charity for his Perſecutors: The laſt Time ſhe ſaw him 
was Iwo Days before his Death, he ſeem'd* very weak and 
| Jean. Uſing, but in vain, and without receiying any Eaſe by 
- Phyfick they would permit to be given him. She wentawa 


+ _ very much cdified, recommending him to the Grace of God, 


and to thoſe who in that Extremity of his Life lookt after 
him, with a Promiſe he ſhould be interr'd after his Dearth, 
which-happen'd the ſecond Day following; during which he 
Had; with reſpe& to his Soul, only the Preſence of his God, 
and the Conſolations of his Spirit for his Aſſiſtance. And as 
in all the different Intervals of Correſpondence, wherein he 
was divers times whole Years, and aboye, ſeeing no Perſon 
whatever, but thoſe who brought him Food, he always com- 
— 2 kimſelf in his long Solitudes with. his God, by conti- 
al Meditations on holy things, on Myſteries of his Truth 
and Salvation, from whence we had afterwards ſuch excellent 
Pieces on thoſe Subje&s ; by fervent Prayers, to obtain of 
God Strength neceſſary in thoſe terrible Conflicts to which 
be was espps d; whereof we had ſuch admirable Teſtimonies 
_ every time” we copld' renew Correſpondence with him: We 
- can'r doubt bur the like happen'd in that laſt Solitude; that 


8 his Faith, Zeal, Piety;Chariry, and Hope;-produc'd extraor- 


- ihary Motions, whereof God and bis Angels were only Wit- 
neſſes; and which” would have raviſht his Brethren, if they 
P { im fin his glorious Courſe, and in his 
reſeneg join cheir Payers to his, co aſſiſt him to raiſe his 
Soul roGod, and onze e de Hoſom of his Paradiſe. 
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le Fevre, 
PF, 


| of Monſieur Wanc MR 
- Beſides what gh Lady Saliceffre, who had ſeen him Two Days 
before his Death, writ of Him to a Lady of her Acquaintznce 
ut Paris, ſome Confeſſors have taken Care to 17 us of ie, 
by a Letter of the 14th of June 1702. Two or Three Days afs 
.. 1h So FI —— 
Finally that bleſſed Champion of Jeſus, the moſt illuſtrious 


and generous of my Companions in Sufferings, paſt at Ele- 


ven of Clock at Night, from the Birternels of the Conflict, 
to the ineffable Sweets of the magnificent n of the 
dleſſed Martyrs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, . What Glory ? 
what incomparable Honour was it for that famous Conte 
* ro die in the Field of Battle, in remaining more than Con- 
* queror by that powerful Saviour! But rather, what inex- 
* preſſible Happineſs is it for him, to have ſo well defended 
* that good Maſter's Cauſe, and to have receiv'd of his mer» 
* ciful Favour, the Price of his inviolable Fidelity, the Crown 
* of Life, promis d to all who conquer. The Contemplation 
of his 2 Glorification ſtops my Tears, and ſo far am 
. I from calling him back to Earth by my Sorrows, that I de- 

ſire to diſlodge from under theſe Tents of Kedar, where they 
never ſpeak of Peace, to enter that delightful Manſion of 
* the Prince of Peace, where Righteouſneſs dwells. ' It's the 
A ſweer Hopes of being one Day with our Jeſus, to contem- 

plate the Glory God gave him, that ſupports me in the long: 
* Courſe of 17 Years Labour in Chains I endure for his Go- 
* ſpel ; and that Hope will not confound me by the Aſſiſtance 
* of his Grace, wherein 1 moſt humbly place all my Confi= 
* dence, to overcome all the Enemies of my Salvation. 

* He adds in another Letter. When thoſe on board the 


* Gallies were inform'd of his dying Condition, that dear 


* Confeſſor had compos d an excellent Prayer proper for the 
* Conſolation of a Believer that is going to gi | 
* to God, bur they could not ſend it him. Finally, he informs 
* us, the Commander ſeeing him after his Death carry d be- 
fore the Priſon, ſaid to thoſe with him : See, the Mortifica- 
tion this poor Man ſuffer d 16 Years and two Months 705 
that Priſon, is ſomething wonderful: This he repeated di- 
vers times, being doubtleſs forc'd ro admire that Martyr'g 
* Patience, in ſpire of ſo many Evils he had ſuffer'd, well: 
known to that Officer. 0 8 

We learn by another Letter from Meſſieurs B. B that the 
ſame Evening he died, they gavethim the laſt Letter from his 


2 
* Paſtor: But being near his Fad, and not able to read, he or- 
* der'd it to be carried back, that thoſe things might not be 


found about: him. He retain'd his Senſes to the laſt ; for a 


A 


Man who ſaw him take Broth- a little Din rold uß 
hat d ould. die that 
Night, as it N about Eleven of the Clock. His 


he ſpoke freely, Aa that he believ'd he 


Lung were tough'd before; and the 3 or à laſt 
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ten, as bet 


be 


PFriſon of 
that Grace, and the Aſſiſtance of God, that made him re ject the 


Grief for them eve 


againſt him. 
to that Glory, whoſe bleſſed Memo 


; jo r d him quite. We were exceedingly afflicted at it, 


ed our Brethren to redou 


| le their Prayers. 
* As for his Corps, Madam Salicreffe 


caus'd it to be wrapt in 


Linen, laid in a Coffin, and was buried by four of our 
it 


* Brethren, in a Corner of the Fort near the Ditch. We are 
* ſorry we could not collect what he ſaid in his Sickneſs. - 
Who queſtions but that theſe Confeſſors of Jeſus, who give 
us the Narrative, in the Extremity they find themſelves ſo of- 
ween Life and Death , don't feel very near the 
fame Extaſies the Martyrs feel in that Moment, their Souls 
fly to Heaven: So that the Repreſentations they make to us 
of them are drawn to the Life, and the Idea's they give are 
2 to the Originals. 
Fevre was naturally infirm, and, as we thought, unca- 
ble to bear ſo many and long Labours : But God deſigning 
olorified by his Sufferings, made that weak Body capa- 
ble to endure extream ones, the leaſt whereof would before 
Have overburthened him. Certainly it can't be denied that 


. God wrought a Miracle on his Body, and thoſe who knew 


him have often ſaid; that Man can't ſubſiſt a Month in the 
Labours of the Gallies: In the meantime he ſuffer'd 17 Years 
there and in Dungeons, where he was treated with Ri- 
ours already mentioned. If God wrought a Miracle on his 
y ; the Wonders of his Grace and Power, ſhined brighter 

in his Soul. He ſaid to the Marchioneſs of St. Andrew M 
braun, who put him in mind of the Horrours of the Gallies, 'be 
would be condemn'd to, if he ſhould be taken; that he felt 
no Diſpoſitions for Martyrdom, but it was God who gives 
Strength. Which he receiv'd as ſoon as he was caſt into the 
on ; it encreas'd daily; and 'twas the Senſe of 


Offers made him, and all Advantages propos'd to him. He 
nplain'd of his DefeQs to all his Friends, and ſhew'd his 
where, and deſir d their Advice, and par- 


ticularly of his Paſtor, to whom he truſted the whole Secret 


- of them, much more on that Point, than about his Sufferings: 


This, he faid himſelf, God permitted ro humble him, and by 
that Means to make him ſenſible of the great need he had of 
his Aſſiſtance, and of the Neceſſity of asking it continually. 
Bur laſtly, God heard him always in that Regard, and perfe- 


ted his Virtue in his Infirmiries, to obtain the Victory in his 
36ward and outward Conflicts. By his Humility, Patience, 


and Perſeverance, he overcame all inward and out ward Tem- 
ptations, which the Devil, the Enemy of his Salvation, rais'd 


We are not all call'd to Martyrdom, like thoſe God rais'd 


the Days of bur Life. But we ate all d co SanQtification, 
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without which none can ſee G 


rave Communion in his 
Runs a fort of Martyrdom; 
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we ought to honour all 


. 
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Some Ancients call'd it, with Reaſon, by the Name of Mar- 


2 


F Monſieur Iſaac le Fevre. © 55 


2 which in ſome Points has more Difficulty and Glory 
t 


an that of Blood, ſeeing it conſiſts in a ſincere renouncing 
of Sin, the World, Fleſh, and our ſelves: Which, according 
to the Confeſſion and Complaints of our Martyrs themſelves 
is more painful to the Soul, than the Sufferings of the moſt 


cruel Torments are to the Body, ſince it conſiſts in the Pra- 
Rice of all the juſt Duties Chriſtianiry requires of us, a fer- 


vent and ſincere Love of God, and our Neighbour ; Wiſdom 


and Juſtice, in our Conduct and Actions, and Perſeverance 
in all thoſe holy Duties unto our Lives End. Now there is 


nothing more great and glorious in the Sight of God : St. pa 


ſays, Though I give my Body to be burnt, and have not Charity, 1 


am not hing; Let us all then do our beſt Endeavour to attain 


the Glory of this holy Martyr, by conſecrating our Bodies 
and Spirits intirely to God, who has redeemed them by the 
Blood of his Son our bleſſed Saviour, to whom with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. _ IO 
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